B R P E I_ S Survey Committee Meeting

BOARD OF REGISTRATION December 1,2025]9:00 a.m.

FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS
& LAND SURVEYORS

Virtually via Microsoft Teams: In person:

Join the meeting now BRPELS Office

Meeting ID: 263 060 148 617 65 605 11th Ave SE Ste 201
Passcode: VK38f5HW Olympia, WA 98501

Or call in (audio only)
+1 564-999-2000,911029122#US, Olympia
Phone Conference ID: 911 029 122#

Committee: Matt Rasmussen, PE, PLS, Chair
David Peden, PE, SE
Jon Warren, PLS

Support staff: Ken Fuller, PE, Director
Kristina Horton, PLS, Deputy Director
Shanan Gillespie, Regulatory Program Manager
Kevin Ballard, Internal Control Manager
Mackenzie Wherrett, Executive Assistant
Bryce Dickison, Administrative Assistant
Vonna Cramer, Licensing Lead

Discussion topics

e PLS Exam(s)
e Legal Description requirement/WAC 332-130-050

Action Items

e None at this time


https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YmQzYWZhMWItYjEwOS00NGU2LTk3MmItNTE3Yzc2MjNhYWNi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2211d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2284fd12b0-333c-4f39-8141-149c0c3e7ebd%22%7d
tel:+15649992000,,911029122
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NCEES PLSS Timeline .

Today's Topics

» Goals

% Considerations

¥ Actions

® Questions & Discussion




NCEES PLSS Timeline

Goals

Does the Board
want to move
ahead with using

the PLSS Module
from NCEES and
if so...

« When?

» Any changes needed to
the WA State PLS Exam?

BRPELS




NCEES PLSS Timeline

Considerations

Cost to applicants:
Pay for 3 exams?

Will adding an exam
cause more license
process confusion?

Applicant time &
mental cost of a 3rd
exam

How to handle
comity?

-« Supplement to the
NCEES PLSS exam, or
full WA PLS Exam?

FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS
& LAND SURVEYORS
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NCEES PLSS Timeline

Considerations

What's getting pulled from the
NCEES PS exam?

« Does it impact “minimum

What subjects are vital

to test “minimum
competency?”

competency” for our testing
if we choose not to use the
NCEES PLSS exam?
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NCEES PLSS Timeline

Considerations

Impact to future
CBT for the WA
State PLS exam?

Engage with past
(PLS) board
members

Do we want to wait
until the NCEES
PLSS exam has

been (beta) tested?

What problems are
fixed by using the
NCEES
PLSS exam?
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NCEES PLSS Timeline

Considerations

PLSS Module
Enrollment Starts

Oct. 2026

PS Exam w/o
PLSS questions

Spring 2027

y

First Issue
Oct. 2027

NCEES asks
boards for answer
about participation

Oct. 2026

J

PLSS Module

BRPELS




Action
Jan. — Feb. 2026

:é Research the proposed blueprint for the PLSS Module

Create a SC members and SMEs group to compare blueprints
of the PLSS Module blueprint and the WA PLS Exam

BOARD OF REGISTRATION
& LAND SURVEYORS




Action
Feb. 2026

4@ Progress update from work group to SC and ask for
more information, if needed

Engage with LSAW Conference and Board of Directors
meeting, Feb. 25-28

BOARD OF REGISTRATION
& LAND SURVEYORS




Action
March — April 2026

=2  Work group/task force continue discussion

"  Widespread outreach and stakeholder input

Work group/task force provide recommendation to SC at April
2026 meeting.

\ [
)
he

BRPELS

BOARD OF REGISTRATION
FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS
& LAND SURVEYORS




Action
April 2026 — Committee & Board

* |f recommendation to the SC, and then to the Board, is to move
forward with using the PLSS Module, and the Board agrees (by

vote), then...

BRPELS




Action
April 2026 - Board

* The Board directs the staff to form a SME group to determine any

changes to the WA PLS Exam — not just content, but when and

how to administer the exam.

BRPELS
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BRPELS Decision Timeline:
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Survey Committee

THANK YOU!



Patrick J. Beehler, State Surveyor
Department of Natural Resources
Engineering Division

Mail Stop 47030

1111 Washington St. SE

Olympia, WA 98504-7030

{m) (360) 515-6143
November 18, 2025

Matt Rasmussen, PE/PLS

Survey Committee Chair

Board of Registration Professional
Engineers & Land Surveyors (BERPLS)
P.O. Box 9025

Olympia, Washington 98507-9025

Mr. Rasmussen:

We received your letter of October 31, 2025, concerning BRPELS's survey committee’s
review of DNR’s recent revisions to WAC 332-130-050 (1)(f){v). Your letter asked for our
interpretation of the WAC and how it might be enforced by BRPELS.

DNR updated WAC 332-130-050, Survey Map Requirements, during this past year, effective
date March 1, 2025. Most of the changes were made at the request of the county recording
officials to provide clear directions on their review for accepting records of survey. Those
updates concerned the Auditors’ Checklist and were coordinated with input by
representatives of the Washington State Association of County Auditors (WSACA).

The existing WAC 332-130-050 was split into two separate sections. Section 050 for the
land surveyor’s map requirements, and 055 for the Auditors Checklist.

J:Mand_survey\PLSOVWAC Changes\WAC 332-130 Survey Standards\2024-2 Revision - Checklist\332-130-050 Legal Desc\2025-11-14 Response 1o
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We received comments from the land surveying community on the revision requiring the
legal description on the record of survey map. We relied on the clear wording in RCW
59.09.060 (1) (c) “Name and legal description of tract in which the survey is located and ties
to adjoining surveys of record.”

Many professional land surveyors are strongly in favor of just referring to a record
document and not placing the legal description on the ROS. One of their reasons is to
eliminate the possibility of typo errors. Having both the full legal description, and referring
to the document of record, provides a check for typos.

We draw your attention to AGLO 1974 No. 61 that supports our decision requiring legal
descriptions on records of survey. AGLOs are not officially approved by the Attorney
General and have little, if any, authority. This AGLO, however, does provide concurrence on
our decision.

Although the term "legal description” is not specially defined in the survey recording act,
RCW 58.09. We agree with 1974 AGLO NO. 51.

" .. adescription of land sufficiently definite to locate it without recourse to oral
testimony, ...”

The BRPELS Survey Committee should determine what “legal description” means in the
context of RCW 58.09.060(1){c))? We hope this answers your questions on the subject.
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Patrick J. Beehler, PLS
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