B R P E LS Practice Committee Meeting

BOARD OF REGISTRATION December 10,2025| 9:00 a.m.

FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS
& LAND SURVEYORS

Virtually via Microsoft Teams: In person:

Join the meeting now BRPELS Office

Meeting ID: 282 088 916 582 47 605 11" Ave NE Ste 201
Passcode: aF9Ck97U Olympia, WA 98501

Or call in (audio only)
+1 564-999-2000,239018005# US, Olympia
Phone Conference ID: 239 018 005#

Committee: Mike Harney, PE, Chair
Matthew Rasmussen, PE, PLS
Maureen Jackson, PE

Support staff: Ken Fuller, PE, Director
Kristina Horton, PLS, Deputy Director
Shanan Gillespie, Regulatory Program Manager
Kevin Ballard, Internal Control Manager
Mackenzie Wherrett, Executive Assistant
Bryce Dickison, Administrative Assistant
Randy Garcia, Investigations & Compliance Manager
Jill Short, Investigations & Compliance Manager
Vonna Cramer, Licensing Lead
Elizabeth Lagerberg, AAG

Discussion topics

e Complaints Summary (RG)

e Administrative Closures Report (RG)

e Compliance Report/Noncompliance Report (RG)

e Concise Explanatory Statement and filing of CR103 for Chapter 196-09 WAC (SG)

Strategic Planning Items

e None at this time.


https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZTZmMmZkMTAtNzFkOS00NjNmLWIxMGEtMjMyNzA3NmFmMDc3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2211d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2284fd12b0-333c-4f39-8141-149c0c3e7ebd%22%7d
tel:+15649992000,,239018005

Complaints Summary

December 2025
(As of December 1, 2025)

Engineering: 5 complaint(s)

COMPLAINT NUMBER ALLEGATIONS STATUS
2025-10-4253 Unprofessional Admin Review
conduct
2025-11-4664 Unprofessional Intake
conduct
2025-11-4743 Unlicensed practice Admin Review
2025-11-4748 Unprofessional Intake
conduct
2025-11-4761 Unlicensed practice Intake
Surveying: 1 complaint(s)
COMPLAINT NUMBER ALLEGATIONS STATUS
2025-11-4750 Unprofessional Admin Review
conduct

On-site Septic System Designing: 0 complaint(s)

COMPLAINT NUMBER

TOTAL: 6

ALLEGATIONS

STATUS



Administrative Closure Recommendations

December 2025
(As of December 1, 2025)

Engineering: 1 Closed

2025-08-3614-00ENG - A complaint was received alleging the respondent engaged in the
unlicensed practice of engineering.

A response was received from respondent who provided a list of services he provided to
complainant. The Board’s Director collaborated with the Board’s (Subject Matter Expert) SME
who indicated the project would not require a PE, and the project may be a consumer protection
complaint. The Director recommends closing this case with no further action.

On-Site: 2 Closed

2025-06-2278-000SW - A complaint was received against an on-site designer working as an
installer. The complainant alleges the respondent failed to follow the approved design of another
designer and installed a hybrid of two systems that was not reviewed by the Department of
Health Wastewater (DOH) Section. The complainant alleges the respondent submitted his permit
and design after the system was installed to cover for unauthorized change in the design.

A response was received from respondent who indicated the installation process is unrelated to
his qualifications as an OSS Designer. The respondent stated prior to submitting the revised
design the County Health Inspector confirmed that a redesign in conjunction with a Class C
Waiver could be submitted with the understanding it would be forwarded to DOH for review.

The complaint was reviewed by the Board’s SME who indicated the respondent may have
received erroneous design information and that the “Change of Designer” process was not
properly completed. Multiple attempts to contact property owner to discuss the change in
designer process was unsuccessful as the property owner was unresponsive.

The Board’s Director determined without evidence indicating the respondent did not gain
permission from the owner to move forward with the change of design there is not a violation of
the WAC or RCW. The Director is recommending administrative closure with no further action.

2025-09-4089-000SW - A complaint was received alleging the respondent designed a new
septic system that did not meet the County’s code requirements.

An interview with the respondent was conducted by the Board’s Director. During the interview it
was revealed the design was a repair as the original system failed. The new design included fluid
capacity for an additional temporary family unit, but it did not include the denitrification
requirements of the new County code. The respondent indicated the complainant chose not to
upgrade to the new requirements and he was hired to design a fix (New Water System to the
Oscar 2) which was recently installed and permitted.

The Director spoke with the County Environmental Health Department Manager who stated the
respondent followed the health department guidelines for the original design which meets the
temporary family unit requirements. The County Manager stated the complainant chose to



December 2025

remove the temporary designation and permit for a permanent Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)
which prompted the advance treatment requirement with the new code.

The Director is recommending closure with no further action as the respondent did not violate
RCW 18.43, 18.210 or WAC 196.

Land Surveying: 0 Closed

TOTAL: 3
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Compliance Monitoring Report
December 9, 2025
Page 1 of 7

Morta, Steven, PE
2023-02-0191-00ENG

Stipulated Findings of Fact,
Conclusion of Law, and
Agreed Order

Signed 8/3/2023
Effective 8/3/2023

Respondent’s license to practice is
suspended for two years and
respondent is assessed a fine in the
amount of $5K. The license
suspension and fine are stayed
contingent upon compliance with the
following:

Respondent will no longer design
buildings or other structures that
require the preparation of structural
construction documents and/or
calculations without a peer review of
the work.

Respondent will enter into a peer
review contract agreement for the two-
year stayed suspension. The contract
will be executed within 30 days of the
signed AO and a copy of the finalized
contract will be provided to the Board.
The contract will include a requirement
for a quarterly report, from the peer
reviewer to the Board. The report will
include project-specific summaries
clearly detailing the work reviewed and
the progress made by Respondent.

During the two-year stayed
suspension, Respondent will submit, to
the peer reviewer, all structural
engineering designs for peer review
and successfully respond to peer
review comments.

During the two-year stayed
suspension, Respondent will provide to
the Board, monthly, a listing of and
status of projects under design which
include preparation of structural
construction documents and/or
calculations.

Due
9/3/2023

12/2023
03/2024
06/2024
09/2024
12/2024
03/2025
06/2025
09/2025

Due

09/2023
10/2023
11/2023
12/2023
01/2024
02/2024
03/2024
04/2024
05/2024
06/2024

8/31/2023 Rec’'d a copy of peer review contract between Respondent
and Patricia Rogers, PE of MET Engineering, PLLC.

9/27/2023 Report rec’d from Respondent with list of projects.
9/29/2023 Rec’d peer reviewer report.

10/31/2023 Report rec’d from Respondent with list of projects.
10/31/2023 Rec’d peer reviewer report.

11/22/2023 Rec’'d peer reviewer report.

12/2/2023 Rec’d peer reviewer report.




Compliance Monitoring Report
December 9, 2025
Page 2 of 7

07/2024
08/2024
09/2024
10/2024
11/2024
12/2024
01/2025
02/2025
03/2025
04/2025
05/2025
06/2025
07/2025
08/2025

1/1/2024 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
1/31/2024 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
2/29/2024 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
3/31/2024 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
3/31/2024 Rec’d peer reviewer report.
4/30/24 Rec'd respondent’s list of projects.
5/30/24 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
6/28/24 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
6/28/24 Rec’d peer reviewer report.

7/30/24 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
8/29/24 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects
09/30/24 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
10/1/24 Rec’d peer reviewer report.

10/30/24 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
12/2/24 Rec'd respondent’s list of projects.
1/1/25 Rec’'d respondent’s list of projects.
1/30/25 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
1/31/25 Rec’d peer reviewer report.

2/28/25 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
3/30/25 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
4/2/25 Rec’d peer reviewer report.

4/29/25 Rec’'d respondent’s list of projects.

5/30/25 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
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6/30/25 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
6/30/25 Rec’d peer reviewer report.
7/30/25 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
8/30/25 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
9/30/25 Rec’d respondent’s list of projects.
9/30/25 Rec’d peer reviewer report.

10/30/25 Rec’d respondent’s lists of projects.

Rogers, Robert, PLS
2022-06-0883-00LSV

Stipulated Findings of Fact,
Conclusion of Law, and
Agreed Order

Signed 10/17/2024
Effective 10/17/2024

Respondent’s license to practice is
suspended for minimum of one year.
Suspension is stayed contingent upon:

Within 90 days of the agreed order the
respondent will pay a fine in the
amount of $5000.

Within ninety (90) days of the effective
date of this AGREED ORDER,
Respondent will provide a corrected
record of survey for Board review for
Parcels #0319201022 & #0319201015
located in Spanaway, WA. The
corrected record of survey will comply
with RCW 58.09.060(a), ( €) and WAC
332-130- 030(2) and (3)(a). Once said
survey is approved to meet standards,
the Respondent will file the Amended
Record of Survey with the appropriate
county auditor's office.

Due
1/17/25

Due
1/17/25

Received 10/29/24.

12/19/24 Rec’d AROS from respondent.
1/9/25 Emailed respondent — AROS still does not meet requirements.

1/17/25 Rec’d AROS — changes approved. Resp instructed to file
AROS.

Kent Huxel
2023-01-0098-00LSV

Agreed Findings of Fact,
Conclusion of Law, and Order
to Permanently Cease and
Desist

Signed 10/17/2024
Effective 10/17/2024

Mr. Huxel agrees he will not seek
licensure as a professional land
surveyor, professional engineer, or on-
site septic system designer for TEN
(10) years from the date an Agreed
Order is signed by the Board.

Mr. Huxel agrees he will not own or
operate a land surveying, engineering,
or on-site septic system design
business for TEN (10) years from the

$5000 fine
due
10/17/2025

1/30/25 — Currently in compliance.
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date an Agreed Order is signed by the
Board.

Mr. Huxel agrees he will not advertise
to provide services requiring BRPELS
licensure until properly licensed under
Chapter 18.43 RCW.

Mr. Huxel agrees his experience
previous to and through the date the
Board signs the Agreed Order will not
count towards licensure requirements.
Otherwise, any education must be
approved and accepted by the Board.
RCW 18.43.040, including his
education previous to and through the
date the Board signs the Agreed Order.

Mr. Huxel, agrees that, after the TEN
(10) year prohibition on license
application, when he applies for
licensure, he will apply with a National
Council of Examiners for Engineering
and Surveying (NCEES) record and
comply with all other NCEES
requirements. BRPELS will notify
NCEES of Mr. Huxel's TEN (10) year
exam and license prohibition.

Mr. Huxel agrees to be subject to
compliance monitoring by a peer
reviewer, approved by BRPELS, for the
first two (2) years after he is licensed.
Mr. Huxel would be responsible for all
costs related to the peer review, and all
work by the peer reviewer must be
completed pursuant to a contract. The
signed contract will be provided to the
Board and a progress report from the
peer reviewer will be sent to the Board
on a quarterly basis.

Mr. Huxel agrees to pay a $5,000 fine
related to the Current Case (Case No.
2023-01-0098-00LSV). This fine must
be paid within 12 months from the date
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an Agreed Order is signed by the
Board. Fines shall be paid by Cashier
Check or Money Orders payable to
Board of Registration for Professional
Engineers and Land Surveyors
(BRPELS), must have Case No. 2023-
01-0098-00LSV written on the payment
instrument.

BRPELS will suspend the $30,000 fine
imposed in Cases 2021-08-2070-
O0LSV and 2022-10-1445-00LSV for
TEN (10) years from the date an
Agreed Order is signed by the Board.
After 10 years, if the Board has not
issued a Final Order against Mr. Huxel
evidencing additional violations under
BRPELS jurisdiction, and Mr. Huxel
has otherwise complied with the terms
and conditions from the Current Case
and the Agreed Order, BRPELS will
permanently waive the entire $30,000
fine from Cases 2021-08-2070-00LSV
and 2022-10-1445-00LSV.

BRPELS agrees not to pursue a Civil
Action against Mr. Huxel with respect
to Cases

2021-08-2070-00LSV and 2022-10-
1445-00LSV so long as Mr. Huxel
complies with the terms and
conditions of the Agreed Order.

4.10 BRPELS agrees not to refer
Cases 2021-08-2070-00LSV and 2022-
10-1445-00LSV

for criminal prosecution as allowed by
RCW 18.235.170, RCW 18.43.110,
and RCW 18.43.120, so

long as Mr. Huxel complies with the
terms and conditions of the Agreed
Order.
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Riipinen, Jared, PLS Respondent’s license to practice is Due No request for an appeal was received by the respondent.
2024-09-2412-00LSV suspended for 10 years: 02/13/35
2024-04-0720-00LSV
2024-05-1121-00LSV During the ten-year suspension,
2023-04-0553-00LSV Respondent will not own or operate a
2024-02-0420-00LSV land surveying, engineering, or on-site
septic system design business.
Findings of Fact, Conclusion
of Law, and Default Order During the ten-year suspension,
Respondent will not advertise or offer
Signed 02/13/2025 to provide land surveying services.
Effective 02/13/2025
Following the ten-year suspension,
should the Respondent desire to
reinstate his license, he will reapply for
reinstatement and take and pass the
Law and Ethics Exam.
Woldendorp, Thomas, PLS Respondent’s license to practice is 08/07/2026 The $2500 fine was received on 11/7/2025.
2024-08-1939-00LSV suspended for 1 year:
Agreed Order The suspension was stayed contingent | Due
on the respondent paying a $2500 fine | 11/07/2025
Signed: 08/07/2025 within 90-days of the effective date of
Effective: 08/07/2025 the AO.
Ross, Richard Douglas Respondent’s license to practice is Due
2024-01-0051-00LSV suspended for 10 years: 12/23/25
2024-08-2064-00LSV
2025-03-1105-00LSV During the ten-year suspension,
2025-04-1111-00LSV Respondent will not own or operate a
2025-04-1122-00LSV land surveying, engineering, or on-site
septic system design business.
Findings of Fact, Conclusion
of Law, and Default Order During the ten-year suspension,
Respondent will not advertise or offer
Signed 09/23/2025 to provide land surveying services.
Effective 09/23/2025
Following the ten-year suspension,
should the Respondent desire to
reinstate his license, he will reapply for
reinstatement, he will take and pass
the Washington PLS Licensing Exam
and the Law Review Exam.
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Respondent assessed a fine of
$30,000 due within 90days of the
effective date.




AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-22-092, filed 11/2/21, effective
12/3/21)

WAC 196-09-050 Brief adjudicative proceedings. (1) The board
may conduct brief adjudicative proceedings as provided in RCW
34.05.482 through 34.05.494 of the Administrative Procedure Act.

(2) Brief adjudicative proceedings may ((enty)) be ((attewed))
offered when a respondent challenges the following categories of board
decisions:

(a) A denial of application for licensure, including renewal, re-
instatement, or denial of eligibility to take examinations;

(b) A finding that a licensee has failed to meet continuing pro-
fessional development requirements;

(c) A finding that a licensee has violated the terms of a final
order or agreed order issued by the board or the board's designee;

(d) A finding that a person has engaged in false, deceptive, or
misleading advertising, or engaged in unlicensed practice;

(e) A finding that a professional land survevor has violated the
provisions of the Survey Recording Act, chapter 58.09 RCW and the sur-
vey standards, chapter 332-130 WAC;

(f) A finding that a licensee has violated the provisions of
chapter 196-23 WAC, Stamping and seals, chapter 196-27A WAC, Rules of
professional conduct, or chapter 196-33 WAC, Rules of professional
practice for licensees designing on-site wastewater treatment systems.

(3) A brief adjudicative proceeding may be offered only where the
violations alleged are simple and can be proven solely with documenta-
rvy evidence and where no oral testimony or opinion is needed for the
presiding officer to make a fully informed decision on the matter.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-22-092, filed 11/2/21, effective
12/3/21)

WAC 196-09-055 Records required for brief adjudicative proceed-
ing. The records for the brief adjudicative proceeding may include,
but are not limited to:

(1) License related denials and violations of law:

(a) All correspondence, including emails, between the applicant
or respondent, complainant, and the board staff regarding an initial

determination ( (ipetuding—eopies—of)) such as complaints, requests for

information, responses, applications, renewal notice(s), denials, or

appeals;
(b) All documents ( (reeeived—by—the—board—Ffrom—or—eon—behalf—of
+h HHeant—tteens or—respondent)) or data relating to ((inferma—

’

. g A 3 & :
violations or 1license denials including records from educational in-
stitutions, company employment records, attestations by 1licensees,
plans, maps, drawings, recorded documents, contracts, advertisements,
letterhead, business cards, invoices, and records from financial in-
stitutions;

(c) ((Gep%es—eé—a%%—Sﬁpp%emeﬁ%afy—iﬁéefma%ieﬁ—fe%a%ed—%e—app%%ea-

’

+e)) All documents relied upon by board staff and case manager

or board member in reaching the initial determination;

[ 11 RDS-6770.1



((#e¥)) (d) Any other ((irnfermatiern)) documentary evidence that
may be of assistance to the presiding officer in deciding the case.
(2) Determination of compliance with previously issued board or-

der:

(a) The previously issued final order, default, or ((agreement))
agreed order;

(b) All reports or other documents submitted by, or at the direc-
tion of, the license holder, in full or partial fulfillment of the
terms of the final order or agreement;

(c) All correspondence between the license holder and the board
regarding compliance with the final order, default, or ((agreemernt))
agreed order; and

(d) All documents relied upon by the board staff and case manager
showing that the license holder has failed to comply with the previ-
ously issued final order, default, or ((agreement)) adreed order.

[ 2 ] RDS-6770.1
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