
 

 

 

 

Special Board Meeting 

December 11, 2025 
 

WebEx Link 
 

Or 
 

Tap to join from a mobile device (attendees only) 
+1-650-479-3208,,25507507644#92382463# US Toll 

 
Join from a video system or application 

Dial 25507507644@webex.com 
 

https://brpels.my.webex.com/brpels.my/j.php?MTID=m74e469c322b284cd9a56fb0c367b3902
tel:%2B1-650-479-3208,,*01*25507507644%2392382463%23*01*
sip:25507507644@webex.com


 
Special Board Meeting 

Tab 1 

Call to Order 

 
1.1. Roll Call 

1.1.1. Introduction of New Board Member 

1.2. Order of Agenda 

1.3. Approval of October 16, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

1.4. Public Comment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPEN SESSION RECONVENES AT APPROXIMATELY 9:30 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Special Board Meeting Agenda 

ATTENTION: All meetings are open to the public except when business calls for Executive Session. 
During the Executive Session all guests will be excused. Start times are subject to change by the Board 
or Committee Chair. 

OPEN SESSION 

1. Call to Order
1.1. Roll Call

1.1.1. Introduction of New Board Member
1.2. Order of Agenda
1.3. Approval of October 16, 2025 Meeting Minutes
1.4. Public Comment

EXECUTIVE SESSION: The chair will announce the purpose and estimated duration for Executive 
Session. No formal actions will be taken during the Executive Session. Once the Executive Session 
concludes, the Board will take a break to announce and invite visitors to the Open Session. 

OPEN SESSION RECONVENES: Approximately 9:30 am 

2. Disciplinary Action
2.1. Case Deliberation
2.2. Disciplinary Report

3. Committee Reports
3.1. Exam Qualifications Committee
3.2. Structural Committee
3.3. Survey Committee
3.4. Practice Committee
3.5. Executive Committee

DATE & TIME: 

LOCATION:

December 11, 2025 

BRPELS Office 
605 11th Ave SE 
Olympia, WA, 98501 

and 

9:00 am 
WebEx Link 
Or 
Tap to join from a mobile device 
+1-650-479-3208,,25507507644#92382463#
US Toll

AGENDA ITEM 1.2. 
Order of Agenda

https://brpels.my.webex.com/brpels.my/j.php?MTID=m74e469c322b284cd9a56fb0c367b3902
tel:%2B1-650-479-3208,,*01*25507507644%2392382463%23*01*


BREAK APPROXIMATELY 12:00 PM – 12:30 PM 
 

4. New Business 
4.1. Waiver(s) (from EQC) 
4.2. Applications (from EQC) 
4.3. Compliance Monitoring (from PC) 
4.4. PLS Exam(s) (from SC) 
4.5. NCEES Western Zone Meeting 
4.6. Engrossed Senate Bill 5729 
4.7. Expert Witness Testimony in Washington State 
4.8. Rulemaking 

4.8.1. Chapter 196-09 WAC: BAP Process (from PC) 
4.8.2. Chapter 196-26A WAC: Fee Changes (from EQC) 
4.8.3. Chapter 196-12 WAC: PE Licensing Requirements (from EQC) 
4.8.4. Chapter 196-16 WAC: PLS Licensing & PDH Requirements (from EQC) 

 
5. Director’s Report 

5.1. Financial Report  
5.2. Agency Operations 
5.3. Other Items 

 

6. Other Business 
6.1. Public Comment 
6.2. Outreach and Events 
6.3. Board/Staff Affiliate Involvement 
6.4. Action Items from This Meeting 
6.5. Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

 

7. Adjourn Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS AND LAND SURVEYORS 
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING DECEMBER 11, 2025 

AGENDA ITEM 1.2. 
Order of Agenda



BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS AND LAND SURVEYORS 
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING OCTOBER 16, 2025 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEERS & LAND SURVEYORS 
P.O. Box 9025, Olympia, WA 98507-9025 
360.664.1575 
brpels.wa.gov 
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October 16, 2025 
9:00 a.m. 
Washington State University 
Sloan Hall, Room 146 
305 NE Spokane St 
Pullman, WA 99163 
 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

DATE:  
TIME:  
LOCATION:  

ATTENDANCE: 
Board Members -              Staff Members- 
Doug Hendrickson, PE, Chair 
Mike Harney, PE, Vice Chair 
Marjorie Lund, PE, SE 
Dave Peden, PE, SE  
Maureen Jackson, PE  
Matt Rasmussen, PE, PLS 
Jon Warren, PLS (Excused) 

Guest(s) -  
Aaron Blaisdell, PLS (via WebEx) 
Tom Judge (via WebEx) 

Ken Fuller, PE, Director  
Kristina Horton, PLS, Deputy Director 
Kevin Ballard, Internal Control Manager 
Mackenzie Wherrett, Executive Assistant (via WebEx) 
Bryce Dickison, Administrative Assistant 
Greg Schieferstein, Communication Manager (via WebEx) 
Shanan Gillespie, Regulatory Program (via WebEx)  
Vonna Cramer, Licensing Lead (via WebEx) 
Jill Short, Investigations & Compliance (via WebEx) 
Randy Garcia, Investigations & Compliance (via WebEx) 
Elizabeth Lagerberg, Advising AAG (via WebEx) 
Danitza Casselman, Prosecuting AAG (via WebEx) 
Ian Shelley, DES, Sr Financial Advisor (via WebEx) 

1. Call to Order at 9:00 am

1.1. Roll Call
Mr. Hendrickson took roll call. 

1.2. Order of Agenda 
A motion was made by Mr. Rasmussen and seconded by Mr. Harney, to accept the 
agenda as written. Motion carried. 

1.3. Approval of September 16, 2025, Meeting Minutes. 
A motion was made by Ms. Lund, and seconded by Ms. Jackson, to accept the 
September 16, 2025, Meeting Minutes. Motion carried. 

1.4. Public Comment Opportunity 
No public comment.

AGENDA ITEM 1.3. 
Approval of Oct. 16, 2025 Meeting Minutes
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Executive Session 
Mr. Hendrickson, Board Chair, announced that the Board would go into Executive Session to 
consult with the board attorney, to discuss matters related to enforcement, and cases in 
current litigation. It was estimated Executive Session would last from 9:05 a.m. until 9:30 a.m. 
A connectivity issue occurred related to the internet. The meeting resumed at 9:38 a.m.  
Open Session Reconvened – 9:38a.m. 
 
2. Disciplinary Action 

2.1. Case Deliberation 
2025-05-1641-00ENG 
Mr. Rasmussen recommended the case be closed with no further action, including a 
letter of education sent to the Respondent. A motion was made by Ms. Lund, second 
by Mr. Peden, to accept the Case Manager’s recommendation for closure. Motion 
carried. Mr. Rasmussen abstained.  
 
Consideration of Board Order No. 2023-03-0339-00LSV, et al. 
Ms. Casselman provided a summary of the Default Order against James D Crones, 
PLS. The board noticed a numbering error, but Ms. Lagerberg suggested not editing the 
Board Order after the Respondent has signed. A motion was made by Mr. Peden and 
seconded by Ms. Jackson, to accept the Default Order. Motion carried.    

2.2. Disciplinary Report 
The Board received the Disciplinary Report summary that was included in the 
board packet. 

3. Committee Reports 

3.1. Practice Committee (PC) 
The board received the committee reports as delivered by Mr. Harney. 

o 10/9/2025 PC Report 

3.2. Exam Qualifications Committee (EQC) 
The board received the committee’s report as delivered by Ms. Jackson. 

o 10/15/2025 EQC Report 

3.3. Survey Committee (SC) 
The board received the committee’s report as delivered by Mr. Rasmussen. 

o 10/15/2025 SC Report 

3.4. Executive Committee (EC) 
The board received the committee’s report as delivered by Mr. Hendrickson. 

o 10/16/2025 EC Report 

4. New Business 

4.1. FE Waiver (from EQC) 
The FE Waiver was not ready for review. The FE Waiver will be added to the December 
Special Board Meeting agenda.  

AGENDA ITEM 1.3. 
Approval of Oct. 16, 2025 Meeting Minutes

https://brpels.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/10-16-25%20SBM%20Packet%20Addendum.pdf
https://brpels.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/10-15-25%20EQC%20Report.pdf
https://brpels.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/10-09-25%20PC%20Report_0.pdf
https://brpels.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/10-15-25%20EQC%20Report.pdf
https://brpels.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/10-15-25%20SC%20Report.pdf
https://brpels.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/10-15-25%20EC%20Report.pdf
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4.2. NCEES Annual Meeting Report Out 
Mr. Hendrickson detailed the report from the board packet.  

4.3. Forms Task Force Recommendation (from EQC) 
The recommendation was not ready and will be moved to the agenda at the December 
Special Board Meeting. The board clarified the task force reports out of EQC. 

4.4. Approval of Draft Language & filing of CR102 for WAC 196-09 (from PC) 
The Board reviewed the proposed changes to Title 196-09 WAC. The board noted that 
the numbering needed to be corrected.  

A motion was made by Mr. Harney and seconded by Mr. Peden to approve filing of the 
CR102 for Title 196-09 WAC. Motion carried.  

4.5. Approval of Concise Explanatory Statement & Filing for CR103 for WAC 196-25 (from PC) 
One written comment was received and no oral comment. The board discussed the 
addition of the word “business” being added prior to the word “license” within Title 196-
25 WAC. 

A motion was made by Mr. Rasmussen and seconded by Mr. Harney to approve filing 
of the Concise Explanatory Statement and CR103 for Title 196-25 WAC with the 
addition of the word “business” before “license”. Motion carried. 

4.6. Approval of the New On-Site & PLS State Exam Cut Score (from EQC) 
The Board reviewed the On-Site and PLS state exam cut scores from the September 
2025 exam administration. The Board discussed the difficulty of the exam and 
examinee preparation and would like feedback.  
 
Ms. Jackson motioned to approve the On-Site exam cut score of 80 with a 13% pass 
rate and the Professional Land Surveyor exam cut score of 73 with a 42% pass rate, 
seconded by Mr. Peden. Motion carried.  

4.7. AIAWA Practice Act Update 
The Board discussed communication from the American Institute of Architects WA 
Council (AIAWA) that proposed updates to the Architects Practice Act. Mr. Fuller and 
Ms. Lagerberg will look at terminology and scope of the updates and whether they 
overlap with the Board’s lawful jurisdiction. Ms. Lagerberg stated that the Architects 
Board will review this information at their next board meeting. 

5. Director’s Report 

5.1. Financial Report 
Mr. Shelley detailed the agency Financial Report from the board packet.  

5.2. Agency Operations 
Ms. Horton informed the Board of current agency operations. 

• A new Case Manager’s report template with directions 

• Ms. Short’s retirement in December 

AGENDA ITEM 1.3. 
Approval of Oct. 16, 2025 Meeting Minutes

https://brpels.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/10-16-25%20SBM%20Packet_0.pdf
https://brpels.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/10-16-25%20SBM%20Packet_0.pdf
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• The appointment of the newest board member, Jon Warren, PLS, replacing Aaron 
Blaisdell, PLS.  

• The BRPELS office is undergoing a reorganization turning the conference room 
into the “Licensing Lair”. 

• The agency is planning to hire an additional licensing position to also support 
compliance, with the funds coming from Ms. Short’s retirement.  

• Annual 1 on 1 meetings with staff about cultural accountability, training, and 
employee needs. The agency has begun building a work culture that strives for 
excellence.   

• Mr. Ballard presented the licensing Lean process and shared the improvements 
that have been made to response and approval times. Compliance will be the next 
focus for the Lean process.  

5.3. Other Items  
Mr. Fuller and Mr. Lau attended the ASCE convention and conversations focused on 
Comity licensure. There was discussion about the UW Pathways study and the need to 
support mentorships.  

Mr. Fuller discussed the Director succession planning milestones. Mr. Peden 
requested transparency with succession planning and that the milestones be 
documented and shared with the board.   

6. Other Business 

6.1. Additional Public Comment  
Mr. Blaisdell appreciated the opportunity to speak. He stated it was a true honor to 
serve on the board and collaborate with past and present board members. He hoped 
that the board would continue promoting the Land Surveying profession through 
outreach, encouraged public inclusivity at committee meetings, and continuing 
facilitation of the Survey Committee.  

6.2. Upcoming Outreach and Events 
Mr. Schieferstein covered upcoming events displayed in the board packet. 

 
ASCE Seattle YMF at UW October 22, 2025 
ASCE Tacoma YMF at St. Martins November 19, 2025 
SAME presentation December 9, 2025 

6.3. Board/Staff Affiliate Involvement 

• Ms. Lund is no longer participating in the NCEES EPE committee.  

• Mr. Rasmussen will present information about LSAW at a local middle school. 

• Mr. Hendrickson is participating in ABET accreditation with Washington State 
University and NSPE Committee on Policy and Advocacy (COPA).  

 

AGENDA ITEM 1.3. 
Approval of Oct. 16, 2025 Meeting Minutes

https://brpels.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/10-16-25%20SBM%20Packet_0.pdf
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6.4. Action Items from This Meeting 

• Board staff to send the signed Agreed Order for case No. 2023-03-0339-00LSV and 
No. 2024-08-2233-00LSV to the Respondent.  

• Board staff to file a CR102 for Title 196-09 WAC.  

• Board staff to advance the Concise Explanatory Statement and filing of CR103 for 
Title 196-25 WAC.  

• Board staff to release the results of the PLS and On-Site state exams.  

• Create a Journal article and LinkedIn post about the new On-Site exam. Mr. Ballard 
will provide an article by Monday encouraging exam preparation.   

6.5. Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

• Removal of Mr. Morta from compliance monitoring 

• New NCEES PLSS Examination: Plan Forward 

• Forms Task Force Recommendation  

• FE Waiver  

• AIAWA Practice Act update 

• Send off for the retirement of Ms. Short.  
 

7. Adjourn Meeting 
A motion was made by Mr. Rasmussen, and seconded by Mr. Harney, to adjourn the 
meeting at 12:37 p.m. Motion approved. Meeting adjourned. 

Next Meeting: 
December 11, 2025 – Special Board Meeting – BRPELS Office, Olympia, WA & WebEx 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ken Fuller, PE, Director 

 

AGENDA ITEM 1.3. 
Approval of Oct. 16, 2025 Meeting Minutes



 

 

Special Board Meeting 

Tab 2 

Disciplinary Action 

 
2.1. Case Deliberation 

2.2. Disciplinary Report 



Board of Registration for Professional Engineers Land Surveyors
 Disciplinary Report - December 2025

Open Case Status

Engineers
Land 

Surveyors
OSW

Administrative Review 5 8 2 15
Intake 4 0 0 4
Investigation 0 0 1 1
Legal 6 3 2 11
Case Manager Review 6 10 0 16
Compliance Monitoring 3 6 0 9

Total 24 27 5 56

Case Manager Review 

Engineers
Land 

Surveyors
OSW

Jon Warren, PLS 0 0 0
Michael Harney, PE 3 0 3
Doug Hendrickson, PE 0 0 0
Marjorie Lund, PE, SE 1 0 1
David Peden, PE, SE 2 0 2
Maureen Jackson, PE 0 0 0
James Wengler, PLS, CFedS 0 2 2
Walt Dale, PLS 0 4 4
Matt Rasmussen, PE, PLS 0 4 4

Total 6 10 0 16

Administrative Review

Board Staff Engineers
Land 

Surveyors
OSW Total

Ken Fuller, PE 5 0 2 7
Kristina Horton, PLS 0 8 0 8

Total 5 8 2 15

Status Total

Program Type

TotalCase Manager
Program Type

Administrative Review
27%

Intake
7%

Investigation
2%

Legal
20%

Case Manager Review
28%

Compliance Monitoring
16%

Open Complaint Status

0 1 2 3 4 5

Jon Warren, PLS

Michael Harney, PE

Doug Hendrickson, PE

Marjorie Lund, PE, SE

David Peden, PE, SE

Maureen Jackson, PE

James Wengler, PLS, CFedS

Walt Dale, PLS

Matt Rasmussen, PE, PLS

Case Manager Open Complaints

AGENDA ITEM 2.2. 
Disciplinary Report



 

 

Special Board Meeting 

Tab 3 

Committee Reports 
 
 

3.1. Exam Qualifications Committee 

3.2. Structural Committee 

3.3. Survey Committee 

3.4. Practice Committee 

3.5. Executive Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BREAK APPROXIMATELY 12:00 PM – 12:30 PM 



 
Special Board Meeting 

Tab 4 

New Business 
 

4.1. Waiver(s) (from EQC) 

4.2. Applications (from EQC) 

4.3. Compliance Monitoring (from PC) 

4.4. PLS Exam(s) (from SC) 

4.5. NCEES Western Zone Meeting 

4.6. Engrossed Senate Bill 5729 

4.7. Expert Witness Testimony in Washington State 

4.8. Rulemaking 

4.8.1. Chapter 196-09 WAC: BAP Process (from PC) 

4.8.2. Chapter 196-26A WAC: Fee Changes (from EQC) 

4.8.3. Chapter 196-12 WAC: PE Licensing Requirements 

(from EQC) 

4.8.4. Chapter 196-16 WAC: PLS Licensing & PDH 

Requirements (from EQC) 
  



PE Application Form 
Purpose: Reviewing for final approval of the new forms format 
inline with guidance issued by the EQC in November 2025. While 
changes will not go into effect immediately, these decisions are 
critical in current change initiatives and future development. 

• All application types will follow the same general structure
as the PE Application Form.

• PE & EIT forms will rely solely on the NCEES record/ profile
for work experience & verification.

• SE, PLS, LSIT, & OSWD application forms will continue to
have Work Experience & Verification forms.

• OSWI application forms will remain unchanged in content.

AGENDA ITEM 4.2. 
Applications (from EQC)
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AGENDA ITEM 4.2. 
Applications (from EQC)



 

  

AGENDA ITEM 4.2. 
Applications (from EQC)



 

  

AGENDA ITEM 4.2. 
Applications (from EQC)



 

  

AGENDA ITEM 4.2. 
Applications (from EQC)
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Applications (from EQC)



Meeting Details

April 30–May 2, 2026
Riverhouse Lodge
3075 N. Business 97
Bend, Oregon 97703

Registration in late January.

Meeting Files & Links

Meeting summary for funded attendees  (PDF)

Minutes of August 2025 zone annual meeting ( PDF)

AGENDA ITEM 4.5. 
NCEES Western Zone Meeting

https://ncees.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-NCEES-Western-Zone-Interim-Meeting-Summary-for-Funded-Attendees.pdf
https://ncees.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/WZ-2025-Annual-Mtg-Minutes_FINAL.pdf
MackenzieW-1660
Line

https://ncees.org/zone-meetings/western-zone/


From: Samantha Morrow  
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2025 1:34 PM 
Subject: Re: ESB 5729 

Hi all, 

I'm following up on our email from a couple months back regarding a potential conditional 
permit approval bill. Our members have spent some time narrowing down the idea and getting it 
closer to bill language. 

This legislation is a request from Rep. Duerr, and we want to try to get something back to her by 
next week if possible. If you have the chance, please take some time to review (knowing that the 
formal bill language will come once we turn this in to her) and provide your comments so we 
can ensure everyone is okay with it moving forward. 

Thanks! 

Samantha Morrow 
Government Affairs Director 
Pronouns: She/Her 

AIA Washington Council 

From: Samantha Morrow  
Sent: Tuesday, September 23, 2025 3:42 PM 
Subject: Re: ESB 5729 

 Hi all, 

I wanted to touch base regarding the permit reform idea Tammie shared back in August. AIAWA 
has been developing a streamlined permit approval process that speeds up construction while 
maintaining safety standards, clear boundaries, and local oversight. 

Our proposal focuses on four main areas: expanding professional oversight beyond basic 
completeness reviews, authorizing fast-track approval for common low-risk building types, 
establishing performance-based certification programs for design professionals, and creating 
consistent review standards across all cities and counties. 

I've attached draft language detailing the proposal that we'd like the group to review and provide 
feedback on. We want to work with all of you to refine this before sharing anything back to 
legislators. 

Looking forward to your input and discussing this further. 

AGENDA ITEM 4.6. 
Engrossed Senate Bill 5729



Thanks! 

Samantha Morrow 
Government Affairs Director 
Pronouns: She/Her 

AIA Washington Council 

From: Tammie Sueirro  
Sent: Thursday, August 14, 2025 2:38 PM 
Subject: RE: ESB 5729 

 Hi Everyone- 

 Hope you’ve been enjoying the summer. The 2026 leg. session will be here before we know it, 
and I’d like to share where AIAWA is on the issue of permit reform to get your feedback. 

 Though we were in opposition to SB 5729 last session for several reasons, many of our 
members feel the concepts could be revised to include more boundaries, maintain 
accountability and ideally move a limited range of projects along faster. And it’s clear the 
legislature was in favor of the ideas given that 5729 was unopposed until we all stepped in. 

 I’d like to understand if there is interest from this group to explore something like this. We are in 
the beginning stages of the process, talking with legislators and zeroing in on ideas. My hope is 
that we can work together to offer an alternative to 5729. 

 I was told that BIAW and Master Builders intend to bring 5729 back in 2026. One of their folks 
told me this summer, “5729 is alive and slowly gaining momentum. It now has the interest of the 
Governor…” 

 I’m curious what you think of this idea- 

Tammie 

Tammie Sueirro 
Executive Director 
Pronouns: She/Her 

AIA Washington Council 
 A chapter of the American Institute of Architects 

AGENDA ITEM 4.6. 
Engrossed Senate Bill 5729



From: Tammie Sueirro 
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2025 11:52 AM 
Subject: RE: ESB 5729 

Great job everyone! I just heard from Chris that BIAW feels the bill is probably dead and that they 
want to reconvene everyone in the interim. 

I appreciate working with all of you on this! 

Have a great day- 

Tammie 

Tammie Sueirro 
Executive Director 

From: Fuller, Ken (BRPELS)  
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2025 8:26 AM 
Subject: RE: ESB 5729 

Good morning. 

Marjorie Lund, SE will be in person testifying today.  I just submitted this written testimony.  Best 
of luck to all, I will be watching and cheering you on. 

2025 Washington State House Local Government Committee ESB 5729 From: Ken Fuller, PE 
Director, Washington State Board of Engineers and Land Surveyors 

Dear Chair Duerr, Vice Chair Parshley, and Committee Members, 

Our agency and board respectfully request your attention to the following concerns regarding 
ESB 5729: 

1. References to the Building Code Statute (RCW 19.27.050) and the specific “Building
Permit” language in Section 5 remain in the substitute language. These should have
been revised to refer to “land-use” code instead.

2. The professional designation for architects is “Registered Architects” (RCW 18.08.330),
not simply “Architects.” The term “Architects” does not require licensure and may not
reflect the qualifications intended by this bill. We recommend amending Section 2(5)(a
and b) to specify “Registered Architects.”

AGENDA ITEM 4.6. 
Engrossed Senate Bill 5729



3. The Errors and Omissions (E&O) insurance requirements in Section 2(5)(b) for
Professional Engineers and Registered Architects are unlikely to enhance public health,
safety, and welfare protections as intended. E&O insurance typically serves to protect
the policyholder in civil lawsuits rather than directly safeguarding the public.
Furthermore, our agency and board lack regulatory authority over Registered Architects
under current law. For these reasons, we respectfully request the removal of this
language and the complete striking of Section 5.

Thank you for your time and consideration of these matters. 

Sincerely, Ken Fuller, PE,  Director, BRPELS 

Notice: This email and your response may be considered a public record and may be subject
to disclosure under Washington’s Public Records Disclosure Act, Chapter 42.56 RCW.

From: Tammie Sueirro 
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2025 5:47 PM 
Subject: RE: ESB 5729 

Good evening everyone- 

This afternoon Duerr indicated that she finds the bill problematic as well. Our testimony will be 
something like this: 

in opposition to SB 5729 due to its lack of specificity and overly broad scope. While we support 
increased housing accessibility, this bill reduces building official oversight for virtually all 
building types, threatening public safety. 

The bill's language deems ALL project permits complete simply "if prepared, stamped, or signed 
by a professional engineer or architect" without necessary limitations. This could allow complex 
projects like hospitals or powerplants to be deemed complete with as little as a set of 
calculations. 

If the bill's intention is addressing affordable housing, it should be clearly limited to residential 
land use permitting and consistent throughout the text. 

Ken Fuller, PE 
Director

Washington State
Board of Registration for
Professional Engineers &
Land Surveyors 

AGENDA ITEM 4.6. 
Engrossed Senate Bill 5729



The bill also inappropriately assigns architect insurance oversight to BRPELS, which lacks 
jurisdiction over architects. 

“See” you all tomorrow- 

Tammie 

Tammie Sueirro 
Executive Director 

From: Fuller, Ken (BRPELS)  
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2025 10:07 AM 
Subject: ESB 5729 

Good Morning. 

Thank you for meeting today and discussing this bill   As promised attached please BRPELS ‘s 
comments and Micah Chappell’s comments (he posted on chat).   If you would like to share any 
other comments thru Email, please do and lets us this venue as a post to keep up to date.  

Thank you and see you all tomorrow. 

The board of registration for professional engineers and land surveyors (BRPELS) offers the 
following comments on SB 5729, Version S-2012.2/25  2nd draft. 

1. The 2nd draft has clarified that the bill refers to the project permit application
requirements, as defined in RCW 37.70B.020, rather than building permit applications.
This has been changed in the first sentence of RCW 36.70B.070(5)(a). We suggest that
other changes are needed to be consistent, such as references throughout to “building
department” should change to “land use department”, and “RCW 19.27.050” should
change to “RCW 37.70B”.

2. BRPELS does not agree with including professional liability insurance language in RCW
as noted in RCW 37.70B(5)(b). However, if it is included, we request the following
change: RCW 36.70B.070(5)(b) states “…an insurer authorized to do business in the
state of Washington, as determined by rule by the board of registration for professional
engineers and land surveyors.” This creates a conflict with the Office of the Insurance
Commissioner that licenses insurance companies and agents. The following should be
stricken “as determined by rule by the board of registration for professional engineers
and land surveyors.”

3. Proposed changes to RCW 18.43.035(5) should also be stricken as noted in item 2,
above.

AGENDA ITEM 4.6. 
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4. Other minor edits are suggested to improve the enforceability of this section as
follows:

a. RCW37.70B.070(5)(a) In the first sentence change “or” to “and”. All three
documents mentioned should be stamped and signed.

b. In the same sentence add the word “registered” before “architect”.

Notice: This email and your response may be considered a public record and may be subject
to disclosure under Washington’s Public Records Disclosure Act, Chapter 42.56 RCW.

Ken Fuller, PE 
Director

Washington State
Board of Registration for
Professional Engineers &
Land Surveyors 
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conditional approval + pre-approved building types bill 

AN ACT Relating to establishing conditional building permit approval for low-risk 
construction projects; adding a new section to chapter X RCW; and creating a new 
section. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON: 
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter X RCW to read as 
follows: 
(1) FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.

(a) The legislature finds that:
(i) Delays in the building permit approval process increase soft costs,

create pre-construction uncertainty, and impede housing production and 
economic development throughout Washington state; 

(ii) Licensed architects and engineers are professionally qualified to
certify compliance with building codes and carry substantial liability insurance 
to protect public safety; 

(iii) Certain building types present low risk to public safety and can be
expedited through the permit process without compromising code compliance 
or community standards; 

(iv) Multiple cycles of minor, non-substantive revisions create
unnecessary delays without meaningfully improving code compliance or 
public safety; 

(v) Administrative requirements such as fee payments and utility
connections should not delay construction starts when substantive code 
compliance issues have been resolved. 

(b) The purpose of this section is to establish a conditional building permit approval
process for low-risk construction projects that allows construction to commence once
code compliance issues are resolved, while administrative requirements are
finalized, thereby reducing construction delays while maintaining public safety
standards and local government oversight.

(2) DEFINITIONS. For the purposes of this section:
(a) "Building code" means the state building code, the state energy code, and

any local building, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, or fire codes. It does not include 
any utility connection requirements. 

(b) "Conditional permit approval" means preliminary approval of a building
permit application that allows construction to commence while administrative 
requirements are finalized, provided that no life safety or land use issues exist and 
subsequent permit review comments are addressed. 

(c) "Licensed professional" means an architect licensed under chapter 18.08
RCW or an engineer licensed under chapter 18.43 RCW. Licensed professionals 
shall be required to maintain professional liability insurance of at least one million 
dollars. 

(d) "Low-risk building type" means a building category identified in subsection
(5) of this section that presents minimal risk to public safety due to standardized
design, established building techniques, and predictable code compliance
requirements.
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(e) "Pre-approved building type" means a low-risk building typology that a
local jurisdiction has authorized for expedited permit processing pursuant to 
subsection (5) of this section. 

(3) PRESUMPTION OF CODE COMPLIANCE.
(a) Building permit applications stamped and certified by a licensed

professional shall be presumed to comply with applicable building codes upon 
submission. 

(b) Local building officials retain full authority to reject applications within an
established time frame from permit submissions which contain clear, documented 
violations of applicable building codes, provided that any rejection identifies the 
specific code section violated and describes the nature of the violation with sufficient 
specificity to allow correction. 

(c) All permit review comments must cite specific code sections and clearly
identify the nature of any deficiency or required correction. Generic responses that 
fail to identify specific compliance issues or that defer substantive review to future 
submissions are prohibited. 

(4) CONDITIONAL PERMIT APPROVAL PROCESS.
(a) Prior to a permit submittal there shall be a meeting between the applicant

and the building official to review the initial permit application, review drawings for 
compliance, and provide comments to the applicant within 2 weeks of the meeting 
for incorporation into the drawings for permit.  

(b) After initial permit review comments have been addressed by the
applicant, and provided that no life safety issues remain unresolved, the building 
official shall issue conditional permit approval authorizing commencement of 
construction upon receiving formal permit application from the client. 

(c) Conditional permit approval may be subject to administrative requirements
such as completion of fees, recording of covenants, or finalization of utility 
connections, but these administrative matters shall not delay the issuance of 
conditional approval or the commencement of construction activities. 

(d) Building departments shall not require multiple resubmissions for non-
substantive or minor technical corrections that do not affect code compliance or 
public safety. After the first round of comprehensive review comments has been 
addressed, conditional permit approval shall be granted unless specific life safety or 
structural safety issues remain unresolved. 

(e) Final permit approval shall be issued upon completion of all administrative
requirements and any conditions specified in the conditional approval. 

(5) PRE-APPROVED LOW-RISK BUILDING TYPES.
(a) Local jurisdictions are authorized to designate specific low-risk building

types for expedited permit processing when designed and stamped by licensed 
professionals and when such buildings meet established safety, accessibility, and 
energy efficiency standards. 

(b) Local jurisdictions may pre-approve the following building types for
expedited permit processing: 

(i) Single-family residential: Type VB construction, two stories or less,
4,000 square feet or less, including additions of 1,500 square feet or less and 
interior remodels; 
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(ii) Townhouses: Type VB construction, up to four units with separate
entrances and no more than 3 stories above grade, classified under the IRC 

(iii) Townhouses: Type VB construction, with five or greater units with
separate entrances and no more than 3 stories above grade under the IBC as 
a R-2 occupancy; 

(iv) Apartment Buildings: Type VB construction with NFPA 13R or 13
fire suppression in a multifamily building up to three stories; 

(v) Apartment Buildings: Type VA construction with NFPA 13R or 13
fire suppression in a multifamily building up to four stories with 2 separate 
means of egress from units; 

(vi) Ground floor retail with two floors of apartments above: Type VB
construction with a full NFPA-13 sprinkler system. A 1-hour horizontal fire 
rated assembly is required between the ground-floor retail occupancy and the 
R-2 residential stories above. Ground floor business (B) occupancy with
allowable areas ranging from approximately 27,000 to 34,000 square feet,
depending on qualifying frontage increases. Above, up to two stories of
residential (R-2) occupancy, each allowing approximately 21,000 to 26,000
square feet per floor, dependent on frontage improvements;
(c) All pre-approved building types must:

(i) Be designed by a licensed professional;
(ii) Include automatic fire suppression systems when required by the

Washington state building code; 
(iii) Meet all applicable life safety, egress, and accessibility

requirements; and 
(iv) Comply with current Washington state energy code requirements.

(6) COMPLETE REVIEW REQUIREMENT.
(a) Building departments must conduct a complete and comprehensive review

of submitted documents during the initial plan review and may not defer substantive 
code compliance issues to subsequent review cycles through generic or incomplete 
comments. 

(b) Review comments must be specific, actionable, and cite applicable code
sections to enable efficient correction and resubmission. 

(7) APPLICABILITY.
(a) Nothing in this section limits the authority of local building officials to reject

applications that do not comply with applicable building codes or to conduct 
inspections during construction. 

(b) A permit issued after conditional permit approval shall have the same
effect as a permit issued after full project permit review under chapter X RCW. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act takes effect X days after adjournment of the 
session in which the bill is passed. 
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-22-092, filed 11/2/21, effective
12/3/21)

WAC 196-09-050  Brief adjudicative proceedings.  (1) The board
may conduct brief adjudicative proceedings as provided in RCW
34.05.482 through 34.05.494 of the Administrative Procedure Act.

(2) Brief adjudicative proceedings may ((only)) be ((allowed))
offered when a respondent challenges the following categories of board
decisions:

(a) A denial of application for licensure, including renewal, re-
instatement, or denial of eligibility to take examinations;

(b) A finding that a licensee has failed to meet continuing pro-
fessional development requirements;

(c) A finding that a licensee has violated the terms of a final
order or agreed order issued by the board or the board's designee;

(d) A finding that a person has engaged in false, deceptive, or
misleading advertising, or engaged in unlicensed practice;

(e) A finding that a professional land surveyor has violated the
provisions of the Survey Recording Act, chapter 58.09 RCW and the sur-
vey standards, chapter 332-130 WAC;

(f) A finding that a licensee has violated the provisions of
chapter 196-23 WAC, Stamping and seals, chapter 196-27A WAC, Rules of
professional conduct, or chapter 196-33 WAC, Rules of professional
practice for licensees designing on-site wastewater treatment systems.

(3) A brief adjudicative proceeding may be offered only where the
violations alleged are simple and can be proven solely with documenta-
ry evidence and where no oral testimony or opinion is needed for the
presiding officer to make a fully informed decision on the matter.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-22-092, filed 11/2/21, effective
12/3/21)

WAC 196-09-055  Records required for brief adjudicative proceed-
ing.  The records for the brief adjudicative proceeding may include,
but are not limited to:

(1) License related denials and violations of law:
(a) All correspondence, including emails, between the applicant

or respondent, complainant, and the board staff regarding an initial
determination ((including copies of)) such as complaints, requests for
information, responses, applications, renewal notice(s), denials, or
appeals;

(b) All documents ((received by the board from or on behalf of
the applicant, licensee or respondent)) or data relating to ((informa-
tion, payments, or explanations that have been provided to the board))
violations or license denials including records from educational in-
stitutions, company employment records, attestations by licensees,
plans, maps, drawings, recorded documents, contracts, advertisements,
letterhead, business cards, invoices, and records from financial in-
stitutions;

(c) ((Copies of all supplementary information related to applica-
tion or complaint review by staff or board member;

(d))) All documents relied upon by board staff and case manager
or board member in reaching the initial determination;

[ 1 ] RDS-6770.1
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(((e))) (d) Any other ((information)) documentary evidence that
may be of assistance to the presiding officer in deciding the case.

(2) Determination of compliance with previously issued board or-
der:

(a) The previously issued final order, default, or ((agreement))
agreed order;

(b) All reports or other documents submitted by, or at the direc-
tion of, the license holder, in full or partial fulfillment of the
terms of the final order or agreement;

(c) All correspondence between the license holder and the board
regarding compliance with the final order, default, or ((agreement))
agreed order; and

(d) All documents relied upon by the board staff and case manager
showing that the license holder has failed to comply with the previ-
ously issued final order, default, or ((agreement)) agreed order.

[ 2 ] RDS-6770.1
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Special Board Meeting 

Tab 5 

Director’s Report 

5.1. Financial Report 

5.2. Agency Operations 

5.3. Other Items 



November 19, 2025 

TO: Ken Fuller, Executive Director 
Kristina Horton, Deputy Director 
Mackenzie Wherrett, Executive Assistant 
Kevin Ballard, Internal Control Manager 
Board of Registration for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors 

FROM: Ian Shelley, Senior Financial Consultant – DES Small Agency Financial Services 

SUBJECT: OCTOBER 2025 FINANCIAL REPORT 

October highlights 
• $193k revenues
• $186k expenses.
• $1.491 million fund balance – an increase of $7,000 from September.

Biennium to date highlights – July 2025 to October 2025 
• Revenues:  $776k
• Expenses: $753k

o This is a $96k underspend against allotments year to date.  Underspend largely
composed of:
 $31k underspend in E category. This is $7-8k/month or $170k for the biennium

held aside for licensing system projects but expenses for this have not yet
materialized.

 $17k underspend in EM attorney general category.
 $17k in underspend G travel categories.  Nearly zero travel expenses so far.
 Smaller over/underspends in other categories.

• Fund balance: $1.491 million
o Current balance is a $417k decrease from beginning balance of $1.909 million.  Change

in fund balance composed of:
 $440,000 fund sweep per BI25-27 budget bill 5167-S.PL.pdf.
 ~$23k operating surplus.

Projected BI27 end highlights 
• Revenue projected to reach $4.841 million by June 2027.
• Expenses projected to reach $4.770-$4.940 million by June 2027.
• Fund 024 balance projected at $1.380-$1.549 million.  This is a decrease from the BI25 starting

balance of $1.909 million.

AGENDA ITEM 5.1. 
Financial Report

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5167-S.PL.pdf?q=20250514093302


 
 
Other notes 

• These reports do not have adjustments for: 
o Potential new position starting approx. June 2026. 

• These reports continue to assume: 
o Director compensation adjustment effective 1/1/26. 
o Final compensation amount in flux while HR processes are in progress. 
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Special Board Meeting 

Tab 6 

Other Business 
 

6.1. Public Comment 

6.2. Outreach and Events 

6.3. Board/Staff Affiliate Involvement 

6.4. Action Items from this Meeting 

6.5. Agenda Items for Next Meeting 



2026 Upcoming Events Calendar
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  11/25/2025 

Board of Registration for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors 

Action Item List 

Executive Committee (EC) 

Date Assigned Action Item Assigned To Status 

6/16/25 
EC will consider changes to the Director and Deputy Director 
position expectations. 

Committee In Progress 

10/15/25 
Develop a response to Zheng Wang. The response will be a 
standard response that can be used for similar inquiries in the 
future 

Mr. Fuller and Ms. 
Lagerberg 

In Progress 

Exam Qualifications Committee (EQC) 

Date Assigned Action Item Assigned To Status 

10/15/25 
EQC to work on the NCEES attestation regarding decoupling. 

• Board staff to remove “initial” from the second bullet in
the new NCEES Attestation.

Ms. Cramer 
Staff Complete 
Pending Leg. 

6/17/25 
EQC to work on the WAC changes that come out of changes to 
RCW 18.43 

Committee Pending Leg. 

5/28/25 
Update the FE Exam Equivalency form after RCW 18.43.040 
language is approved 

Committee Pending Leg. 

10/15/25 
FE WAIVER: Board staff to compile the current FE Waiver 

language and our proposed FE Waiver language to be reviewed 

at the next committee meeting. 

Board Staff In Progress 

10/15/25 
Board staff to coordinate with Ms. Lagerberg, AAG, to clarify 
language in WAC 196-12- 020(7) about direct supervision 

Ms. Gillespie 
Ms. Lagerberg 

In Progress 

Practice Committee (PC) 

Date Assigned Action Item Assigned To Status 

4/17/25 
Consider future enforcement actions for companies that bid on 

projects and don’t have a Designated Engineer/Land Surveyor 

or Certificate of Authorization in Washington State 

Committee 

Pending 

case 

closure 

10/15/25 

Mr. Fuller will lead a team to develop a FAQ related to 

Definitions and Requirements for Electronic and Digital 

Signatures and bring a draft to the next Practice Committee. 

Mr. Fuller In Progress 

Survey Committee (SC) 

Date Assigned Action Item Assigned To Status 

- - - - 
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  11/25/2025 

On-Site Committee 

Date Assigned Action Item Assigned To Status 

7/9/25 
Mr. Wilkerson to communicate with WOSSA to find and develop 

new exam writers. 
Mr. Wilkerson In Progress 

Structural Committee (SE) 

Date Assigned Action Item Assigned To Status 

- - - - 

Board Staff 

Date Assigned Action Item Assigned To Status 

- - - - 

AGO 

Date Assigned Action Item Assigned To Status 

- - - - 

Communication Task Force (CTF) 

Date Assigned Action Item Assigned To Status 

1/16/25 Checklist (??) for public officials 
Ms. Lund & Mr. 

Rasmussen 
In Progress 

Forms Task Force (FTF) 
Date 

Assigned 
Action Item 

Assigned 
To 

Status 

08/07/25 
Work on all licensing forms as they relate to decoupling and 

for consistency. 

Ms. Lund 

Mr. Rasmussen 

& Board Staff 

In Progress 
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Tab 7 

Adjourn Meeting 




