B R P E LS Exam Qualifications Committee

BOARD OF REGISTRATION January 23! 2026 | 1 1 5 pm

FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS
& LAND SURVEYORS

Virtually via Microsoft Teams: In person:

Join the meeting now BRPELS Office

Meeting ID: 223 336 111 507 06 605 11" Ave SE Ste 201
Passcode: 7kZ3Kv7y Olympia, WA 98501

Or call in (audio only)
+1 564-999-2000,505798493# US, Olympia
Phone Conference ID: 505 798 493#

Committee: Maureen Jackson, PE, Chair
Dave Peden, PE, SE
Jon Warren, PLS

Support staff: Ken Fuller, PE, Director

Kristina Horton, PLS, Deputy Director
Bryce Dickison, Administrative Assistant

Discussion topics

o Draft Language for Chapter 196-12 WAC
o NCEES Records Usage



Timeline for rulemaking - WAC 196-12

October 1 Effective Date

August 31 Last day to file CR103 to meet effective date

August 6 Board meeting — Approval of Concise Explanatory Statement & filing of
CR103

July 21 Public Rules Hearing (earliest date. Hearing can be no earlier than 20

days after publication date).

June 17 (noon) Last day to file CR102 to have 7/21 public hearing
April 16 Board meeting — Approval of proposed language & filing of CR102
April 15 EQC meeting - Last day for EQC to work on proposed language to

meeting effective date.
March 12 Last day allowed for regular session under state constitution

The Governor has 5 days, if the Legislature is still in session, or 20 days, if the Legislature
has adjourned, to take action on any bill passed by the Legislature. The last day the
governor can take action on a bill is Saturday April 4, 2026, and the 90-day effective date is
Thursday June 11, 2026.



Chapter 196-12 WAC

REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

WAC 196-12-005 Declaration and purpose. This chapter

contains rules and procedures for applications, examinations,

experience, education, and eligibility to become licensed as

professional engineers.

WAC 196-12-010 Licensure requirements for all applicants—

Initial licensure and licensed in another jurisdiction. To

become licensed as a professional engineer in the state of

Washington, whether you are applying for an initial license or

you possess a license in another jurisdiction, you must meet the

requirements for experience and examinations described below,

which need not be completed within the state of Washington:

(1) Experience: Have eight years of experience in

engineering work of a character satisfactory to the board:

(a) The eight years may be a combination of education and

practical work experience.
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(b) The eight years of experience must be broad based and

progressive to include gaining knowledge and comprehension of

engineering subjects and applying engineering principles.

(2) Examination requirements: An applicant must have

received passing scores on two stages of examination(s). One

must test the fundamentals of engineering and the other must

test the principles and practice of engineering. Exam results

must be independently verified by a NCEES member board, or a

board approved foreign jurisdiction.

(a) (1) Fundamentals of engineering examination must meet

the following requirements:

(ii) The examination must be either:

(A) The National Council of Examiners for Engineering and

Surveying (NCEES) fundamentals-of-engineering (FE) examination;

or

(B) An equivalent examination as determined by the board

which tests the applicant's knowledge of appropriate

fundamentals of engineering subjects including mathematics and

the basic sciences as defined in RCW 18.43.040 (1) (b) (i) and was

administered by a board approved foreign jurisdiction.
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(b) Fundamentals of engineering (FE) examination waiver.

(i) A FE waiver shall be granted to an applicant licensed

in another jurisdiction provided that:

(+A) The professional engineering license is currently
active and is in good standing.

(++B) The license is in a branch of engineering currently
recognized by the board.

(+4+C) The applicant has been actively licensed in a board
recognized licensing jurisdiction for a minimum of 10 years
since receiving their initial professional engineering license.

(ii) A FE waiver shall be granted to an applicant applying

for initial license provided that:

(A) The license is in a branch of engineering currently

recognized by the board.

(B) The applicant has a minimum of 18 years of board

approved engineering experience.

‘/{ Formatted: Indent: First line: 0"

Applicants who are tenured professors in a board approved

engineering program may request a waiver of the fundamentals of

engineering examination, provided they have 18 years of board

approved engineering experience.
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(c) Principles and practice of engineering examination: The

principles and practice of engineering (PE) examination must be

the examination administered by NCEES.

(3) Additional licensure requirements: An applicant must

meet the following additional requirements for licensure:

(a) Receive a passing score on the Washington engineer law

review exam;

(b) Fully complete the application form to the satisfaction

of the board; and

(c) Pay all applicable fees.
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d+ieense,—must complete all sections of the application form
provided by the board.

(31) All applicants must provide information on the
application form that demonstrates they meet all requirements
for licensure—Fhis—retudes—werk expericenee reguirementsy
cdueation—reguirements andexaminatieon—reguirements as detailed
in WAC 196-12-010, 196-12-020, and 196-12-021; and RCW

18.43.040.
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(2) All applicants must submit supporting documentation as

d by the board that demonstrates they meet all

require

lcensure.
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WAC 196-12-020 Werk—eExperience records. The following
criteria will be used in evaluating an applicant's experience

record:

Formatted: Font: Bold
(1) Wexk—Practical work experience must be: will—be

approved

(a) performed under and verified by professional engineers

who supervised the applicant’s technical work and have personal

knowledge of the applicant’s engineering experience;

(b) based on a demonstration of competency and progressive
responsibility in the analysis, synthesis and evaluation of

engineering concepts and data, uwrder—thedireet—supervisieon-of—=
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(i) Formulating conclusions and recommendations;

(bii) Identifying design and/or project objectives;

(eiii) Identifying possible alternative methods and
concepts;

(¢iv) Defining performance specifications and functional
requirements;

(ev) Solving engineering problems;

(£vi) Interacting with allied professionals;

(gvii) Effectively communicating recommendations and
conclusions;

(hviii) Demonstrating an understanding and concern for
energy/environmental considerations, socioeconomic impact, and
sustainability of resources.

(2) Engineering teaching at the college level may be

considered satisfactory experience up—te—a masimumof—two—years
at the discretion of the board.

(3) Applied research is considered satisfactory experience
when it meets the following conditions:

(a) The research must be conducted under the guidance or

supervision of a professional engineer. For the purposes of this

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 9] NOT FOR FILING



subsection, guidance or supervision means being cognizant of all

applicable aspects of the work and a reviewer of all applicable

reporting documentation.

(b) The principal result(s) of the research are in a

published report or a recognized engineering journal article in

which the applicant is the primary author or the work is

adequately documented and available to the board upon request.

B
q

ass i ‘GE(%.

(54) Undergraduate degree. Experience credit for an

undergraduate degree cannot be earned concurrently with work
experience credit. No more than one year of experience will be
granted for one calendar year.

(65) Work experience gained while enrolled in a
postgraduate engineering program may be considered satisfactory
experience at the discretion of the board. No more than one year

of experience will be granted for one calendar year.
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(#6) Military training or experience. An applicant with

military training or experience satisfies the training or

experience requirements of this chapter unless the board

determines that the military training or experience is not

substantially equivalent to the standards of this state. A+
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Commented [SG1]: Amendments to this

WAC 196-12-021 Education as experience. Education may be ;ggimxwaf approved at the 12/10/2025
meeting.

counted towards the eight years of experience requirement

specified in WAC 196-12-010.

All offieiat—transcripts from any school in any location

must be official and uploaded to the applicant’s NCEES profile

for verification by NCEES.-—sent—teo—theboardls—office—for—review

aad—approvat.

(1) A baccalaureate degree in engineering in a program

accredited by the accreditation board for engineering and

technology (ABET) is equivalent to four years of required
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experience. Satisfactory completion of each year of such an
approved program is equivalent to one year of experience.

(2) A degree in engineering from a non-ABET accredited
engineering program may be given four years at the discretion of
the board. The board will determine if the degree is
satisfactory in awarding years of experience.

(3) No more than one year may be granted for postgraduate
engineering courses.

(4) A baccalaureate degree in a non-engineering program
will be given a maximum of two years of experience.

(5) An associate degree in engineering from an approved
program may be equivalent for up to two years of experience.

(6) Sporadic engineering related education may be
considered as experience by the board at its discretion. For
example, one or two engineering classes taken at a time, often
at different schools; and/or classes taken through industry or
the military may count as experience. In evaluating this type of
education, the board will compare the courses taken to college

coursework in a baccalaureate of engineering degree program.
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(a) A number of foreign degree programs are included in

mutual recognition agreements entered into by ABET with other

accrediting authorities. Applicants with a degree from one of

these programs will be evaluated by the board.

(b) Applicants having foreign non-ABET accredited

engineering degrees fremprograms—in—countries—thatarenotARET
aeeredited—will be required to have their transcripts evaluated

by a +raemseript—foreign degree evaluation service approved by

the board. This evaluation service will be performed at the
applicant's expense, and the applicant will be responsible for
submitting all necessary information to the evaluation service.
The board will use the evaluation to determine if the foreign
degree is satisfactory to the board to award years of
experience.

(c) Exception: An applicant with am—a foreign, non-ABET

undergraduate degree frem—a—foreign programthatisrnetABET
seeredited;—1s not required to have their undergraduate degree
evaluated if they have a graduate degree in engineering from a
school that has an ABET accredited undergraduate engineering

degree program in the same discipline as the graduate degree.

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 13 ] NOT FOR FILING



Years of experience will be determined at the discretion of the

board.

For maximum experience credit the applicant must have their

non-ABET accredited undergraduate degree from a foreign program

evaluated by a transcript evaluation service approved by the

board.

(7) Any other education may be taken into account and

evaluated on its merits by the board.

WAC 196-12-030 Additional branches of engineering. A

professional engineer with a current registration in the state

of Washington that is seeking to become licensed in an

additional branch of engineering must pass the principles and

practice examination for that additional branch.

WAC 196-12-047 Structural licensing requirements. The

branch of structural engineering requires specialized work

experience to protect the public health, safety, and welfare. To

be licensed as a structural engineer, an applicant must:

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 14 ] NOT FOR FILING



(1) Be currently licensed as a professional engineer in

Washington state;

(2) Have at least two years of progressive responsibility

in structural engineering experience in addition to the eight

years of engineering experience required to be registered as a

professional engineer. The structural experience should:

(a) Demonstrate the applicant's ability to design building

structures or nonbuilding structures integrated within

"significant structures" as defined in RCW 18.43.020(12);

(b) Be progressive in difficulty and magnitude;

(c) Demonstrate breadth and depth of seismic design and

detailing experience for projects in seismic regions similar to

those located in Washington state;

(d) Incorporate two of the four common construction

materials (steel, concrete, wood, and masonry);

(e) Reflect ability to design and apply structural

engineering principles that show sound judgment on projects

involving public health, safety, and welfare;

(f) Be supervised by a licensed professional engineer in

the branch of structural engineering or a licensed professional

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 15 ] NOT FOR FILING



engineer with substantial structural engineering work experience

for projects in seismic regions similar to those located in

and

’

Washington state

Pass a board approved structural exam.

(3)
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WAC 196-12-065 Retired status. A professional engineer

having reached the age of K5]and having discontinued active

T

Formatted: Indent: First line: 0"

A

Commented [SG2]: Comment from Elizabeth:
Consider using a younger age.

practice as a professional engineer may be eligible for retired
status. ™ : teel!

. . ] . . ] . .
aetivity—as—defined 3 REW 184302045~

(1) Request for retired status. Upon apprevaty—approval of

a request, fer—the retired status witl—be—grantedbecomes

effective themext—scheduled—renewaton the date provided by the

licensee on the application, or when the licensee reaches the

age of 65. The board will not provide a refund of renewal fees

if the application for retired status is made and granted before

the date of expiration of the certificate of registration.

(2) A licensee on retired status may:

(a) Retain the board issued wall certificate of

registration;

(b) Use the title "retired professional engineer" or "PE-

retired" or "SE-retired" as appropriate;
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(c) Work as an engineer in a volunteer capacity, provided
that the retired licensee does not create an engineering
document or use their seal;

(d) Provide experience verifications and references for
persons seeking registration;

(e) Serve as an instructor for engineering related courses;

(f) Provide services as a technical expert before a court,
or in preparation for pending litigation, on matters directly
related to engineering work performed by the licensee;

(g) Serve in a function that supports the principles of
registration and/or promotes the profession of engineering, such
as members of commissions, boards or committees;

(h) Serve in an engineering capacity as a "good samaritan."
The state laws governing such activity are RCW 38.52.195 and
38.52.1951 and chapter 18.43 RCW.

(3) A licensee on retired status must not:

(a) Perform any engineering activity, as provided for in
RCW 18.43.020(58), unless the activity is under the direct
supervision of a licensed professional engineer with an active

registration in Washington;

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 18 1] NOT FOR FILING



(b) Act as the designated engineer for a corporation or

limited liability company;

(c) Apply their professional engineers seal to any plan,

specification, or report.

(4) Certificate of registration reinstatement. A retired

licensee may resume active engineering practice with payment of

the current renewal fee.

(5) Exemptions. A licensee is not eligible for retired

status 1if their license to practice is under board ordered

sanction. This exemption exists until the sanctions have been

lifted or satisfied by the board.
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HdAEBN Application Method

BOARD OF REGISTRATION

o
FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS An a I s I S
& LAND SURVEYORS

Presented by:

Kevin Ballard, Internal Control Manager
Vonna Cramer, Licensing Lead

Location: Teams
Date: 23JAN26




Cost Benefit Analysis

OPTION 1: Agency Forms

(+) No outside fee

(+) Full agency control over forms

(+) One-stop-shop within OASIS

(+) Standard process across all professions

(-) Redundant for applicants with completed
NCEES record

OPTION 2: NCEES Record

(+) Exams, Education, Experience together
(+) Permanent access once transmitted
(+) Avoids redundancy for applicants

(-) $100 applicant transmission fee

(-) Applicant must meet NCEES criteria to
complete.

(-) Does not effectively support PLS & OS
(-) Additional post-application step

(-) External dependency with little control
(-) Cannot integrate with OASIS without
substantial security implications.




Recommendation

Accept both forms of application (NCEES & Agency Forms).

WAC 196-12
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