
Practice Committee Meeting 
February 11, 2026 | 2:30 p.m. 

Virtually via Microsoft Teams: 
Join the meeting now  
Meeting ID: 286 987 467 557 08 
Passcode: Bm3iZ9Qu 
Or call in (audio only) 
+1 564-999-2000,,67486549# US, Olympia
Phone Conference ID: 674 865 49#

In person: 
BRPELS Office 
605 11th Ave SE Ste 201 
Olympia, WA 98501 

Committee: Mike Harney, PE, Chair 
Matthew Rasmussen, PE, PLS 
Maureen Jackson, PE 

Support staff: Ken Fuller, PE, Director 
Kristina Horton, PLS, Deputy Director 
Randy Garcia, Investigations & Compliance Manager 
Bryce Dickison, Administrative Assistant 

Discussion topics 

• Complaints Summary (RG)
• Administrative Closures Report (RG)
• Compliance Report/Noncompliance Report (RG)
• AI Considerations
• FAQ for Definitions and Requirements for Electronic and Digital Signatures (KF)
• Expert Witness Testimony in Washington State

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MDVlOGFmNTAtODI2Ny00ODc5LTg4N2EtMmE2Yjg1MmFiYmI3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2211d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2284fd12b0-333c-4f39-8141-149c0c3e7ebd%22%7d
tel:+15649992000,,67486549


   Complaints Summary 
February 1, 2026 

(As of December 12, 2025 - February 1, 2026) 
 
 
Engineering:10 complaint(s) 
 

COMPLAINT NUMBER ALLEGATIONS STATUS 
 

2025-12-5036 Unlicensed Practice 
 

Admin Review  

ENG-25-12-002 Unlicensed Practice Investigation 
 
 

ENG-25-12-004 
 
ENG-25-12-007 
 
ENG-26-01-001 
 
 
ENG-26-01-005 
 
ENG-26-01-006 
 
ENG-26-01-007 
 
 
ENG-26-01-009 
 
2026-01-0279 

Unlicensed Practice  
 
Unlicensed Practice 
 
Unprofessional 
Conduct  
 
Unlicensed Practice 
 
Unlicensed Practice 
 
Unprofessional 
Conduct  
 
Unlicensed Practice  
 
Unprofessional 
Conduct  

Investigation   
 
Intake 
 
Admin Review 
 
 
Intake 
 
Intake 
 
Intake 
 
 
Intake 
 
Intake 

 
Surveying:4 complaint(s) 
 

COMPLAINT NUMBER ALLEGATIONS STATUS 
 

LSV-25-12-002 
 
 
LSV-25-12-003 
 
LSV-26-01-001 
 
LSV-26-01-008 

Unprofessional 
conduct  
 
Unlicensed Practice 
 
Erroneous Survey 
 
Unprofessional 
Conduct  

Admin Review 
 
 
Admin Review 
 
Intake 
 
Intake 
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On-site Septic System Designing: 1 complaint(s) 
 

COMPLAINT NUMBER ALLEGATIONS STATUS 
 
OSW-25-12-001 

 
Unprofessional 
Conduct  

 
Intake  

TOTAL: 15 



Administrative Closure Recommendations 
February 2026 

(As December 12, 2025 - February 1, 2026) 

Land Surveying: 1 Closed 

2025-03-1069-00LSV - A complaint was received alleging the respondent conducted an 
erroneous survey of a short plat that violated the Survey Recording Act and WAC 196-27A-020 
Fundamental canons and guidelines for professional conduct and practice. More particularly that 
a fence and driveway encroachment were not shown on the recorded short plat map and that right 
of way conveyance was not completed prior to recording of the short plat. 

A response and a copy of the short plat and a draft record of survey to show the encroachments 
were received by the respondent and reviewed by the Board’s Deputy Director (DD).  
The DD and Board Staff conducted an interview with the respondent to get clarification about 
the situation. They also provided copies of their correspondence with the local jurisdiction and 
the property owner(s) about resolving the issue. The DD and Board Staff also talked with the 
complainant about the proposed resolution and whether it would be acceptable to them. The 
complainant agreed with the resolution. The respondent provided a final draft survey to the DD 
for review, of which the DD replied with a few suggested changes to add clarity to the 
information on the map. The respondent will send a copy of the recorded map to the DD to copy 
into the case file.  

Remedial counseling was conducted by the DD. Based on the evidence and interview with the 
respondent, the DD believes that the errors in omission of the encroachments were not 
intentional but more of a drafting error and recommends closing this case with no further action. 

Engineering: 3 Closed 

2025-11-4743-00ENG - A complaint was received alleging the respondent, who is a city 
employee, is not properly licensed to provide engineering services and is working outside of his 
expertise.   

A response was received from respondent who indicated that his PE license lapsed during the 
pandemic and it was an oversight on his part. He stated his role at the city is a Development 
Review Engineer and his duties and responsibilities are reviewing plans and reports for private 
development projects prepared by private consultants. The respondent stated his work is limited 
to plan review, coordination with applicants, which does not require professional certification or 
a PE seal. Staff contacted complainant and he did not have any evidence to support that 
respondent is stamping drawings.  

During the investigation the respondent removed “PE” from his professional signatures and is 
now properly licensed.  

Since the investigation did not result in any evidence that the respondent in this case violated any 
laws or rules, this case is recommended for closure. The fraudulent use will be investigated in the 
subsequent complaint that was filed.   

Remedial counseling was conducted by staff advising respondent to ensure his license is current 
if using PE title. The Director recommends closing this case with no further action. 



February 2026 

ENG-25-12-002 - A complaint was received from a city employee stating that two permit 
applications had designs submitted with an engineering stamp that was fraudulently used. The 
city reached out to the engineer to discuss the designs and that is when the engineer stated he had 
not created or stamped the designs. The drafting company used  to create  the design was 
identified in the title block of one of the designs and that is who the complaint was filed against. 
That company is located in Florida.   

During the investigation, staff talked to the owner of the drafting company (Respondent). He 
stated he was hired by a construction company out of Washington to create draft drawings for a 
sunroom addition. He provided  the drawings to his client and that was the end of his 
involvement. His understanding is that the client hired an engineer to review, amend the 
drawings as needed, and stamp/sign the final drawings.   

Staff talked to the owner of the construction company who stated they hired an engineer through 
upwork.com and did not know the engineer’s stamp was fraudulently used. He said he has since 
hired a local engineering firm to perform the design work for the two projects.   

A subsequent complaint was filed by the engineer, whose stamp was fraudulently used, against 
the owner of the construction company. 

2025-10-4253-00ENG-A complaint was received from an out-of-state law firm alleging the 
respondent violated Washington engineering professional and ethical standards for a project that 
was conducted in Arizona. 

Board staff contacted the Arizona Board Investigations Manager, which revealed the respondent 
has an active investigation regarding the same complaint. Board staff coordinated with the AZ 
Manager who agreed to continue their investigation against respondent and will provide the 
disposition of the case.  

A copy of the AZ Investigative report was provided which revealed the following: Board staff 
recommends dismissal of this case because the allegations concern civil and contractual matters 
that are outside of the Board’s jurisdiction. The Board does not regulate employment agreements 
or alleged breaches of such agreements. Board staff reviewed the complaint, response, and 
documentation and determined there was insufficient evidence to substantiate a violation of 
statues or rules within the Board’s jurisdiction. The allegations against Respondent are currently 
being litigated in a civil court. The Director is recommending closing this case with no further 
action.  

On-Site: 0 Closed 

TOTAL: 4 
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Compliance Monitoring Report 
January 31, 2026 
Page 1 of 5 
 

    
Rogers, Robert, PLS 
2022-06-0883-00LSV 
 
Stipulated Findings of Fact, 
Conclusion of Law, and 
Agreed Order 
 
Signed 10/17/2024 
Effective 10/17/2024 

Respondent’s license to practice is 
suspended for minimum of one year.  
Suspension is stayed contingent upon: 
 
Within 90 days of the agreed order the 
respondent will pay a fine in the 
amount of $5000. 
 
Within ninety (90) days of the effective 
date of this AGREED ORDER, 
Respondent will provide a corrected 
record of survey for Board review for 
Parcels #0319201022 & #0319201015 
located in Spanaway, WA. The 
corrected record of survey will comply 
with RCW 58.09.060(a), ( e) and WAC 
332-130- 030(2) and (3)(a). Once said 
survey is approved to meet standards, 
the Respondent will file the Amended 
Record of Survey with the appropriate 
county auditor's office. 

 
 
 
 
Due 
1/17/25 
 
 
 
Due 
1/17/25 

 
 
 
 
Received 10/29/24. 
 
 
 
 
12/19/24 Rec’d AROS from respondent. 
 
1/9/25 Emailed respondent – AROS still does not meet requirements. 
 
1/17/25 Rec’d AROS – changes approved.  Resp instructed to file 
AROS. 

Kent Huxel 
2023-01-0098-00LSV 
 
Agreed Findings of Fact, 
Conclusion of Law, and Order 
to Permanently Cease and 
Desist 
 
Signed 10/17/2024 
Effective 10/17/2024 

Mr. Huxel agrees he will not seek 
licensure as a professional land 
surveyor, professional engineer, or on-
site septic system designer for TEN 
(10) years from the date an Agreed 
Order is signed by the Board. 
 
Mr. Huxel agrees he will not own or 
operate a land surveying, engineering, 
or on-site septic system design 
business for TEN (10) years from the 
date an Agreed Order is signed by the 
Board. 
 
Mr. Huxel agrees he will not advertise 
to provide services requiring BRPELS 
licensure until properly licensed under 
Chapter 18.43 RCW.  
 
Mr. Huxel agrees his experience 
previous to and through the date the 
Board signs the Agreed Order will not 
count towards licensure requirements. 
Otherwise, any education must be 

$5000 fine 
due 
10/17/2025 

1/30/25 – Currently in compliance. 



Compliance Monitoring Report 
January 31, 2026 
Page 2 of 5 
 

approved and accepted by the Board. 
RCW 18.43.040, including his 
education previous to and through the 
date the Board signs the Agreed Order.  
 
Mr. Huxel, agrees that, after the TEN 
(10) year prohibition on license 
application, when he applies for 
licensure, he will apply with a National 
Council of Examiners for Engineering 
and Surveying (NCEES) record and 
comply with all other NCEES 
requirements. BRPELS will notify 
NCEES of Mr. Huxel's TEN (10) year 
exam and license prohibition.  
 
Mr. Huxel agrees to be subject to 
compliance monitoring by a peer 
reviewer, approved by BRPELS, for the 
first two (2) years after he is licensed. 
Mr. Huxel would be responsible for all 
costs related to the peer review, and all 
work by the peer reviewer must be 
completed pursuant to a contract. The 
signed contract will be provided to the 
Board and a progress report from the 
peer reviewer will be sent to the Board 
on a quarterly basis.  
 
Mr. Huxel agrees to pay a $5,000 fine 
related to the Current Case (Case No. 
2023-01-0098-00LSV). This fine must 
be paid within 12 months from the date 
an Agreed Order is signed by the 
Board. Fines shall be paid by Cashier 
Check or Money Orders payable to 
Board of Registration for Professional 
Engineers and Land Surveyors 
(BRPELS), must have Case No. 2023-
01-0098-00LSV written on the payment 
instrument. 
 
BRPELS will suspend the $30,000 fine 
imposed in Cases 2021-08-2070-
00LSV and 2022-10-1445-00LSV for 
TEN (10) years from the date an 



Compliance Monitoring Report 
January 31, 2026 
Page 3 of 5 
 

  

Agreed Order is signed by the Board. 
After 10 years, if the Board has not 
issued a Final Order against Mr. Huxel 
evidencing additional violations under 
BRPELS jurisdiction, and Mr. Huxel 
has otherwise complied with the terms 
and conditions from the Current Case 
and the Agreed Order, BRPELS will 
permanently waive the entire $30,000 
fine from Cases 2021-08-2070-00LSV 
and 2022-10-1445-00LSV. 
 
BRPELS agrees not to pursue a Civil 
Action against Mr. Huxel with respect 
to Cases  
2021-08-2070-00LSV and 2022-10-
1445-00LSV so long as Mr. Huxel 
complies with the terms and  
conditions of the Agreed Order.  
4.10 BRPELS agrees not to refer 
Cases 2021-08-2070-00LSV and 2022-
10-1445-00LSV  
for criminal prosecution as allowed by 
RCW 18.235.170, RCW 18.43.110, 
and RCW 18.43.120, so  
long as Mr. Huxel complies with the 
terms and conditions of the Agreed 
Order. 



Compliance Monitoring Report 
January 31, 2026 
Page 4 of 5 
 

Riipinen, Jared, PLS 
2024-09-2412-00LSV 
2024-04-0720-00LSV 
2024-05-1121-00LSV 
2023-04-0553-00LSV 
2024-02-0420-00LSV 
 
Findings of Fact, Conclusion 
of Law, and Default Order 
 
Signed 02/13/2025 
Effective 02/13/2025 
 
 

Respondent’s license to practice is 
suspended for 10 years: 
 
During the ten-year suspension, 
Respondent will not own or operate a 
land surveying, engineering, or on-site 
septic system design business.  
 
During the ten-year suspension, 
Respondent will not advertise or offer 
to provide land surveying services.  
 
Following the ten-year suspension, 
should the Respondent desire to 
reinstate his license, he will reapply for 
reinstatement and take and pass the 
Law and Ethics Exam. 
 

Due 
02/13/35 
 
 
 
 

No request for an appeal was received by the respondent. 

Woldendorp, Thomas, PLS 
2024-08-1939-00LSV 
 
Agreed Order 
 
Signed: 08/07/2025 
Effective:  08/07/2025 

Respondent’s license to practice is 
suspended for 1 year: 
 
The suspension was stayed contingent 
on the respondent paying a $2500 fine 
within 90-days of the effective date of 
the AO. 

08/07/2026 
 
 
Due 
11/07/2025 

The $2500 fine was received on 11/7/2025. 

Ross, Richard Douglas 
2024-01-0051-00LSV 
2024-08-2064-00LSV 
2025-03-1105-00LSV 
2025-04-1111-00LSV 
2025-04-1122-00LSV 
 
Findings of Fact, Conclusion 
of Law, and Default Order 
 
Signed 09/23/2025 
Effective 09/23/2025 
 
 

Respondent’s license to practice is 
suspended for 10 years: 
 
During the ten-year suspension, 
Respondent will not own or operate a 
land surveying, engineering, or on-site 
septic system design business.  
 
During the ten-year suspension, 
Respondent will not advertise or offer 
to provide land surveying services.  
 
Following the ten-year suspension, 
should the Respondent desire to 
reinstate his license, he will reapply for 
reinstatement, he will take and pass 
the Washington PLS Licensing Exam 
and the Law Review Exam. 
 

Due  
12/23/25 

 



Compliance Monitoring Report 
January 31, 2026 
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Respondent assessed a fine of 
$30,000 due within 90days of the 
effective date.  







STATE OF WASHINGTON 
BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEERS AND LAND SURVEYORS 
P.O. Box 9025, Olympia, WA 98507-9025 
360.664.1575 
brpels.wa.gov 

Expert Witness Task Force Recommendation: 

The task force recommends to the board to put a FAQ on the website concerning expert witness 
work. The following is a draft of FAQ for discussion: 

1. Is an expert witness required to be licensed in the state of Washington to be qualified as
an expert under the state and county Rules of Civil Procedure?

• No. The court has the independent authority to decide whether a person has the
qualifications to serve as an expert witness under Court Rules.

2. Do the activities performed by an expert witness amount to the practice of engineering
or land surveying in the state of Washington under chapter 18.43 RCW?

• This decision is within the discretion of the Board and documents produced that
convey any of the following practices may require a licensee’s stamp.

• Engineering: The practice of engineering, as defined in RCW 18.43.020 (8)(a):
"Practice of engineering" means any professional service or creative work
requiring engineering education, training, and experience and the application
of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering
sciences to such professional services or creative work as consultation,
investigation, evaluation, planning, design, and supervision of construction for
the purpose of assuring compliance with specifications and design, in
connection with any public or private utilities, structures, buildings, machines,
equipment, processes, works, or projects. Documents that include the
practice of engineering should be stamped, signed and dated per RCW
18.43.070.

• Land Surveying: The definition of the practice of land surveying, as defined in
RCW 18.43.020 (9) "Practice of land surveying" means assuming responsible
charge of the surveying of land for the establishment of corners, lines,
boundaries, and monuments, the laying out and subdivision of land, the
defining and locating of corners, lines, boundaries, and monuments of land
after they have been established, the survey of land areas for the purpose of
determining the topography thereof, the making of topographical delineations
and the preparing of maps and accurate records thereof, when the proper
performance of such services requires technical knowledge and skill.
Documents prepared that meet the definition of the practice of land surveying
should be stamped, signed and dated per RCW 18.43.070.

AGENDA ITEM 4.2. 
Expert Witness Testimony in Washington State



• On-site Wastewater Treatment System Designers: The definition of on-site 
wastewater design, as defined in RCW 18.210.010 (8): "On-site wastewater 
design" means the development of plans, details, specifications, instructions, 
or inspections by application of specialized knowledge in analysis of soils, 
on-site wastewater treatment systems, disposal methods, and technologies 
to create an integrated system of collection, transport, distribution, treatment, 
and disposal of on-site wastewater. Plans, specifications, and reports 
prepared by the registrant must be signed, dated, and stamped per 
RCW18.210.130(2). 

 
The task force recommends the FAQ be added to the website and published in a journal since 
clarification can be helpful for the calls we receive. There have been a few formal complaints 
that over the years and the task force agrees that each one needs to be evaluated on a case-by-
case basis. Cease and Desist letters may be the appropriate avenue for addressing unlicensed 
practice by an expert witness who is performing engineering and land surveying services or  
preparing documents without license. 

AGENDA ITEM 4.2. 
Expert Witness Testimony in Washington State
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