B R P E LS Practice Committee Meeting

. February 11,2026 | 2:30 p.m.

FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS
& LAND SURVEYORS

Virtually via Microsoft Teams & In Person: BRPELS Office
605 11t Ave SE
Olympia, WA 98501

Committee: Mike Harney, PE, Chair
Matt Rasmussen, PE, PLS
Maureen Jackson, PE

Support staff: Ken Fuller, PE, Director
Kristina Horton, PLS, Deputy Director
Kevin Ballard, Internal Control Manager
Randy Garcia, Investigations and Compliance Manager
Mackenzie Wherrett, Executive Assistant
Bryce Dickison, Administrative Assistant
Vonna Cramer, Licensing Lead
Greg Schieferstein, Communications Manager
Elizabeth Lagerberg, AAG

Discussion topics

e Expert Witness Testimony in Washington State
Ms. Lund introduced the topic. A complaint that was previously closed arose the issue of
whether expert witness testimony is the practice of engineering and within the board’s
authority. The court has authority to determine who’s qualified to be an expert witness
under court rules. The task force determined if an expert witness provides engineering
work such as testing, calculations and reports, it is within the board'’s jurisdiction. The
task force recommended the uncommon scenario be addressed via a journal article or
FAQ on the website. No WAC changes were recommended. The committee asked the
task force to clarify the items listed on the document and provide at the next committee
meeting. Mr. Fuller will join the task force.

e Complaints Summary
Mr. Garcia summarized the 15 new complaints received. Mr. Garcia noted an increase in
complaints against fraudulent companies online.
e 10 engineering complaints
e 4 land surveying complaints
e 1 on-site complaint

e Administrative Closure Report
Mr. Garcia reported there were 4 cases being recommended for administrative closure.
e 3 engineering case closures
e 1 land surveying case closure

e Compliance Report/Noncompliance Report
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Mr. Garcia reported that Mr. Morta was removed from compliance monitoring. Rogers,
Huxel, Riipinen, and Woldendorp are in compliance with their board orders. Ross is not in
compliance.

e Al Considerations
The committee discussed an article published in the NCEES Licensure Exchange about
Al use by licensees. The committee agreed with the article that Al is a tool that should
not be relied on without oversight and reviewed by the Professional Engineer or Land
Surveyor. The committee will read the entire article and references before the February
Special Board Meeting.

Action: Mr. Schieferstein will gather information from the NCEES article and the Texas
Board.

e FAQ for Definitions and Requirements for Electronic and Digital Signatures
Mr. Fuller explained an increase in fraudulent use of digital signatures within the
professions. The issue is being tracked by board staff. Mr. Schieferstein is working on a
continuous report that may notify individuals of fraudulent use of stamps. Mr. Fuller
would like to revisit the item after hearing more from the other member boards

Meeting Adjourned: 3:27 p.m.



	Discussion topics

