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Chapter 196-12 WAC
REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS
WAC 196-12-005 Declaration and purpose. This chapter
contains rules and procedures for applications, examinations,
experience, education, and eligibility to become licensed as

professional engineers.

WAC 196-12-010 Licensure requirements for all applicants—
Initial licensure and licensed in another jurisdiction. To
become licensed as a professional engineer in the state of
Washington, whether you are applying for an initial license or
yer possess a license in another jurisdiction, you must meet the
requirements for experience and examinations described below,
which need not be completed within the state of Washington:

(1) Experience: Have eight years of experience in
engineering work of a character satisfactory to the board,

which—=

yvears may be a combination of education and

practical work experience—
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(2)

Examination requirements: An applicant must have

received passing scores on two stages of examination(s). One

must test the fundamentals of engineering and the other must
test the principles and practice of engineering. Exam results

must be independently verified by a NCEES member board, or a

board approved foreign jurisdiction.

(a) ) Fundamentals of engineering (FE) examination must

feor—must—be either:

(A1)

The National Council of Examiners for Engineering and

Surveying (NCEES) fundamentals-of-engineering (FE) examination;

or

(Bii) An equivalent examination as determined by the board

which tests the applicant's knowledge of appropriate

fundamentals of engineering subjects including mathematics and

the basic sciences s

(TN (W) (20 "~ e o
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administered by a board approved foreign jurisdiction.
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(b) Fundamentals of engineering (FE) examination waiver.

(i) Existing licensure: An FE waiver shall be granted to an

applicant licensed in another board recognized jurisdiction

provided that:

(+A) The professional engineering license 1is currently
active and is in good standing.

(#+B) The license is in a branch of engineering currently
recognized by the board.

(+++C) The applicant has been actively licensed in a board
recognized licensing Jjurisdiction for a minimum of 10 years

since receiving their initial professional engineering license.

(ii) Initial licensure: An FE waiver shall be granted to an

applicant applying for initial license provided that:

(A) The license is in a branch of engineering currently

recognized by the board.

(B) The applicant has a minimum of 18 years of board

approved engineering experience.

(c) Principles and practice of engineering examination: The
principles and practice of engineering (PE) examination must be

£he an examination administered by NCEES.

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 31 NOT FOR FILING
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PE licensure application form.

WAC 196-12-014

the state of

in

has a single application form for PE licensure
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WAC 196-12-020 —Werk—Practical work experience records.

The following criteria will be used in evaluating an

applicant's practical work experience—reeerd:

+1)>—General Requirements

Work experience must be verified by an engineer (s)

(a)

or as approved by the

licensed in a board approved jurisdiction,

herein.

(6)

board subject to section

The verifier must have directly supervised the

(b)

applicant’s technical work and have personal knowledge of the

.
14

applicant’s engineering experience

red—based on a

N

12N

LA S e T [ o =

a1

Practical work must be

(c)

demonstration of competency and progressive responsibility in

NOT FOR FILING
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the analysis, synthesis and evaluation of engineering concepts
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following experience areas:
(1) Formulating conclusions and recommendations;

(bii) Identifying design and/or project objectives;

(e11i) Identifying possible alternative methods and
concepts;

(¢iv) Defining performance specifications and functional
requirements;

(ev) Solving engineering problems;

(£#vi) Interacting with allied professionals;

(gvii) Effectively communicating recommendations and
conclusions;

(rviii) Demonstrating an understanding and concern for

energy/environmental considerations, socioeconomic impact, and

sustainability of resources.

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 8 1 NOT FOR FILING



(2) Engineering teaching at the college level may be

considered satisfactory experience up—to o moximum—of twWwo—years

at the discretion of the board.

(3) Applied research is considered satisfactory experience

when it meets the following conditions:

(a) The research must be conducted under the guidance or

supervision of a professional engineer. For the purposes of this

subsection, guidance or supervision means being cognizant of all

applicable aspects of the work and a reviewer of all applicable

reporting documentation.

(b) The principal result(s) of the research are in a

published report or a recognized engineering journal article in

which the applicant is the primary author or the work is

adequately documented and available to the board upon request.

(A Ty a1 94 o vy nera v AT A~ + n aon o Ao A
7 Ot ft—rTTcaxLt EEAS == 31 TG CxXpPpCT Tt cOoO—O COoOToTTOCTCT
St SN 2+ ah~aa1 AN P I T BN S — Nnera ERSE e Ao " +1h 4+
[CASASASY Saere = o= ey T oo ot ot ra Lt cto T T CCTT g CxXPCT=CIC (Srszo N
o ld W PN PN B N N 2N T T N 2 79 At A AL oA o
woo TGOt o CO T ooty v Ot TIrc oo ottt STt
a2 A (1 £ +h1 o ot g An Al o SZI A T A mitat I
ool otCtCTIOT T/ CT—Cciiro oSO atG—SatCTt ISACE SESACT S A 13 Yo S o

(54) Practical Experience during Education:
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Experience credit for an undergraduate degree cannot be

earned concurrently with work experience credit.

At the discretion of the Board practical work experience

gained while enrolled in a postgraduate engineering program may

be considered satisfactory experience if it otherwise meets the

requirements for practical work experience listed herein. at—the

diseretion——of—the board-—No more than one year of experience

will be granted for one calendar year.

(+5) Military training or experience. An applicant with

military training or experience which includes engineering work,

satisfies the experience requirements of this chapter unless the

board determines that the military training or experience is not

substantially equivalent to the standards of this state. A+

A v~
TT |\ = e o

(6) Exceptions. An applicant who submits verification of

engineering work obtained while employed in a manufacturing or

industrial setting, the federal government, or serving as an

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 10 1 NOT FOR FILING



active member of the military may be granted an exception to the

requirement to work under the direct supervision of a

professional engineer. Any exceptions to the license

requirement will be at the discretion of the board.

WAC 196-12-021 Education as experience. FEducation may be

counted towards the eight years of experience requirement

A~ £2 A 4 T
Ot/CbJ_J__LC\/L 1T LA

All offieiat—transcripts from any school in any location

must be official and uploaded to the applicant’s NCEES profile

for verification by NCEES. sent—to—the board'ls office for review

<zl
| R

aRa—aPppE
(1) A baccalaureate degree in engineering in a program
accredited by the accreditation board for engineering and

technology (ABET) is equivalent to four (4) years of the eight

(8) vyears of required work experience. Satisfactory completion

of each year of such an approved program is equivalent to one

year of experience.

(2) A degree in engineering from a non-ABET accredited

engineering program may be given four years at the discretion of

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 11 1 NOT FOR FILING



the board. The board will determine if the degree is

satisfactory in awarding years of experience.

(3) No—more—than—one—yearExperience may be granted for

postgraduate engineering courses, at the discretion of the

board.

(4) A baccalaureate degree in a non-engineering program
will be given a maximum of two years of experience.
(5) An associate degree in engineering from an approved

program may be eguivetent—Fforgiven up to two years of

experience.

(6) Sporadic engineering related education may be

considered as experience by the board at its discretion. For

example, one or two engineering classes taken at a time, often

at different schools; and/or classes taken through industry or

the military may count as experience. In evaluating this type of

education, the board will compare the courses taken to college

coursework in a baccalaureate of engineering degree program.

(7=2) A number of foreign degree programs are included in

mutual recognition agreements entered into by ABET with other

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 12 ] NOT FOR FILING



accrediting authorities. Applicants with a degree from one of
these programs will be evaluated by the board.

(8B) Applicants having foreign non-ABET accredited

engineering degrees fromprograms—in—ecountries—that arernotARET

ecd—will be required to have their transcripts evaluated

by a tramseript—foreign degree evaluation service approved by

the board. This evaluation service will be performed at the
applicant's expense, and the applicant will be responsible for
submitting all necessary information to the evaluation service.
The board will use the evaluation to determine if the foreign
degree is satisfactory to the board to award years of
experience.

(€9) Exception: An applicant with am—a foreign, non-ABET

accredited undergraduate degree from o foreign programthat—3s

naot
TOoOT

ARET—acerediteds;—1s not required to have their undergraduate
degree evaluated if they have a postgraduate degree in
engineering from a school that has an ABET accredited
undergraduate engineering degree program in the same discipline
as the postgraduate degree. Years of experience will be

determined at the discretion of the board.

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 13 1] NOT FOR FILING



For maximum experience credit the applicant must have their
non-ABET accredited undergraduate degree from a foreign program
evaluated by a transcript evaluation service approved by the
board.

(#10) Any other education may be taken into account and

evaluated on its merits by the board.

WAC 196-12-030 Additional branches of engineering. A

at

professional engineer with—a—eurrent

5

+
T

t+ien—licensed in

@D

o o
TS

Q@
8

the state of Washington may that—Fs——seeking—+to

irnadd an additional branch of engineering to their existing

license if the following requirements are met: must

—— (1) Have at least two years of practical work experience in

the additional branch of engineering verified by a licensed

professional engineer in that branch, or as otherwise approved

by the board pursuant WAC 196-12-020;

(2) —pPass the principles and practice examination for

that additional branch.

23 (3) Submit the application form and pay the

application fee.

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 14 ] NOT FOR FILING



WAC 196-12-047 Structural licensing requirements. The
branch of structural engineering requires specialized work
experience to protect the public health, safety, and welfare. To
be licensed as a structural engineer, an applicant must:

(1) Be currently licensed as a professional engineer in
Washington state;

(2) Have at least two years of progressive responsibility
in structural engineering experience in addition to the eight
(8) years of engineering experience required to be registered as
a professional engineer. The structural experience should:

(a) Demonstrate the applicant's ability to design building
structures or nonbuilding structures integrated within
"significant structures" as defined in RCW 18.43.020 (+210);

(b) Be progressive in difficulty and magnitude;

(c) Demonstrate breadth and depth of seismic design and
detailing experience for projects in seismic regions similar to
those located in Washington state;

(d) Incorporate two of the four common construction

materials (steel, concrete, wood, and masonry);

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 15 1] NOT FOR FILING



(e)

Reflect ability to design and apply structural

engineering principles that show sound judgment on projects

involving public health, safety,

(£)

and welfare;

Be supervised by a licensed professional engineer in

the branch of structural engineering or a licensed professional

engineer with substantial structural engineering work experience

for projects in seismic regions similar to those located in

Washington state;

and the verifier must have directly supervised

the applicant’s technical work and have personal knowledge of

the applicant’s structural engineering.

(3)

Pass a board approved structural exam.
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if the application for retired status is made and granted before

the date of expiration of the certificate of registration.

(2) A licensee on retired status may:

(a) Retain the board issued wall certificate of

registration;

(b) Use the title "retired professional engineer" or "PE-

retired" or "SE-retired" as appropriate;

(c) Work as an engineer in a volunteer capacity, provided

that the retired licensee does not create an engineering

document or use their seal;

(d) Provide experience verifications and references for

persons seeking registration;

(e) Serve as an instructor for engineering related courses;

(f) Provide services as a technical expert before a court,

or in preparation for pending litigation, on matters directly

related to engineering work performed by the licensee;

(g) Serve in a function that supports the principles of

registration and/or promotes the profession of engineering, such

as members of commissions, boards or committees;

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 18 1 NOT FOR FILING



(h) Serve in an engineering capacity as a "good samaritan."
The state laws governing such activity are RCW 38.52.195 and
38.52.1951 and chapter 18.43 RCW.

(3) A licensee on retired status must not:

(a) Perform any engineering activity, as provided for in
RCW 18.43.020(56), unless the activity is under the direct
supervision of a licensed professional engineer with an active
registration in Washington;

(b) Act as the designated engineer for a corporation or
limited liability company;

(c) Apply their professional engineers seal to any plan,
specification, or report.

(4) Certificate of registration reinstatement. A retired
licensee may resume active engineering practice with payment of
the current renewal fee.

(5) Exemptions. A licensee is not eligible for retired
status if their license to practice is under board ordered
sanction. This exemption exists until the sanctions have been

lifted or satisfied by the board.
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Chapter 196-20 WAC

FUNDAMENTALSOF -ENGINEERINGEXAM-AND-ENGINEERS-IN-TRAINING

CERTIFICATION

WAC 196-20-005 Declaration and purpose. This chapter

contains rules and procedures for applications and eligibility

A
+

3 -
oo

B

Nl o + nera r 1
nCrcaorrs O CagTraceTr 119

H

obtain appty—Fer—an engineer-in-training certificate.

WAC 196-20-007 Fundamentals of engineering certificate

e¥r—To obtain an engineer in training certificate, the

applicant must submit an application form and application fee to

the board and hashave completed a minimum of four (4) years of

practical engineering experience or four (4) years of

engineering education or a combination of both, as approved by

the board.

(1) Practical Work Experience: Qualifying practical

experience should include some or all ef—the following:

WAC (1/29/2026 12:28 PM) [ 11 NOT FOR
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(a) Preparation of technical reports and specifications,

including graphics;

(b) Application of mathematical techniques to problem

solving;

(c) Application of the basic physical sciences (chemistry,

physics, statics, and dynamics, etc.) in tasks;

(d) Performing assignments, experiments and tests to

general specifications;

(e) Compilation and interpretation of data (statistical

analysis, etc.);

(f) Executing engineering tasks according to instructions;

(g) Effective communication with associates and presenting

recommendations and conclusions to supervisor;

(h) Knowledge of the impacts of the products of technology

on society (i.e., energy/environmental considerations).

(2) Verification of Practical Work Experience.

(a) Practical experience must be verified by an engineer (s)

licensed in a board approved jurisdiction, or as otherwise

approved by the board.

WAC (1/29/2026 12:28 PM) [ 2 1] NOT FOR FILING



(b) The verifier must have directly supervised the

applicant’s technical work and have personal knowledge of the

applicant’s engineering experience.

(c)Exception. The Board may allow verification by an

unlicensed engineer(s) if the applicant's practical work

experience was performed while in the manufacturing or

industrial sector, with the federal government, or an active

member of the military.

Any exceptions to the verifier license requirement will be at

the discretion of the board.

(23) Education: A baccalaureate in engineering from an ABET
accredited program meets the four-year requirement. Other

education will be evaluated by the board pursuant to WAC 196-12-

021. Official transcripts must be submitted to NCEES for

verification before education will be considered by the Board.

Transcripts from non-abet accredited schools may require degree

evaluation as determined by the board.

WAC (1/29/2026 12:28 PM) [ 31 NOT FOR FILING
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Chapter 196-21 WAC

LAND SURVEYORS-IN-TRAINING CERTIFICATION

This chapter

WAC 196-21-005 Declaration and purpose.

and eligibility

contains rules and procedures for applications,
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aetiee——The following criteria will be used in evaluating

an applicant’s experience record:

(1) Practical work experience must be verified by a land

surveyor (s) licensed in a board approved jurisdiction.

(2) The verifier must have uwnder—the—directly supervision

supervised the applicant’s technical work and have personal

knowledge of the applicant’s land surveying experience. ef—=

)

Hh
S
|__I
i)
~
i:.l
|__l
!
d

S
(3) Practical work muwst—Pbe Pbased—-oen—should include a
demonstration of competeney and progressiveresponrsibitity—in

the knowledge of land surveying theory in some or all of —and

dge—in—the following experience areas:

(+a) Performing complex survey calculations;
(2b) Conducting boundary and corner research;

(3c) Preparing and using property descriptions;
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(4d) Understanding and applying fundamental boundary and
topographic principles;
(5¢) Making and/or analyzing horizontal and vertical
control measurements; and
(6f) Being skilled in survey equipment care and usage.
Practical experience gained while enrolled in a board
approved curriculum will be considered as part of the
educational process and not be recognized as separate
experience.
for one calendar year.
WAC 196-21-025

Edueatienal—Education as experience. All

ceired—teo—have-eofficeiatl—transcripts submitted

any location must be official and uploaded to the applicant’s

NCEES profile for verification by NCEES.

Qualifying educational experience may be:

WAC (1/29/2026 12:29 PM) [ 31 NOT FOR
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(1) A baccalaureate degree in land surveying from a board

approved curriculum for up to four years; or

(2) An associate degree in land surveying from a board

approved curriculum for up to two years; or

(3) Each year of qualifying board approved coursework in

land surveying, without a degree, £hat—will be evaluated for

redlevaney—and—equivalency to a structured curriculum for up to
one year;

(4) A postgraduate degree approved by the board for up to
one year.

WAC 196-21-040 Obtaining certification as a land surveyor-
in-training in Washington. To obtain certification as a land
surveyor-in-training in Washington you must pass the
fundamentals of surveying exam and submit an application and fee
to the board showing you meet the requirements listed in WAC

196-21-020 and 196-21-025.
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