On-Site Wastewater Committee
BOEDB,!:;E,!;g April 9,2026 | 1:00 p.m.

FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS
& LAND SURVEYORS

Virtually via Microsoft Teams: In person:

Join the meeting now BRPELS Office
Meeting ID: 247 930 557 213 25 605 11" Ave Suite 201
Passcode: DJ6Qx2k2 Olympia, WA 98501

Or call in (audio only)
+1 564-999-2000,,294036084#US, Olympia
Phone Conference ID: 294 036 084+#

Committee: Marjorie Lund, PE, SE
Roger Parker, DOH Representative, On-Site Wastewater Inspector
Ric Wilkerson, On-Site Wastewater Designer
Bob Suggs, On-Site Wastewater Designer
Robert Goodman, On-Site Wastewater Designer
Jesse Cox, On-Site Wastewater Inspector

Support staff: Ken Fuller, PE, Director
Kristina Horton, PLS, Deputy Director
Bryce Dickison, Administrative Assistant

Discussion topics

March On-Site Exam

SB 6291 — On-Site Wastewater Systems
Public Comment from Michael Khalili, PE
On-Site Committee Recruitment



STATE OF WASHINGTON
BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR PROFESSIONAL
ENGINEERS & LAND SURVEYORS

P.0. Box 9025, Olympia, WA 98507-9025
360.664.1575

brpels.wa.gov

TO: Exam Qualifications Committee March 31, 2026
FROM: Kevin Ballard
SUBJECT: March 2026 Exam Performance Report

On-Site Licensing Examination

March 2026 Cut Score: 80
Total Pass: 4/16
Pass Rate: 20%
High Score: 84%
Low Score: 60%
Designers:

Total Pass: 1/4
Inspectors:

Total Pass: 3/16
Past Exam Dates Cut Score Pass Rate
September 2021 82 46%
March 2022 81 44%
September 2022 82 38%
March 2023 81 64%
September 2023 82 63%
March 2024 81 57%
September 2024 82 31%
March 2025 81 57%
September 2025 80 13%

Average Score: 73%
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SENATE BILL 6291
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SENATE BILL 6291

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2026 Regular Session
State of Washington 69th Legislature 2026 Regular Session
By Senators Lovelett and Shewmake

Read first time 01/22/26. Referred to Committee on Local Government.

AN ACT Relating to on-site wastewater treatment system

inspections; and amending RCW 70A.105.110.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 70A.105.110 and 2019 c 442 s 20 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) The 1local board of health shall ensure that individuals who
conduct inspections of on-site wastewater treatment systems as

defined in RCW 18.210.010 or who otherwise conduct reviews of such

systems are qualified in the technology and application of on-site
sewage treatment principles. A certificate of competency issued by
the state board of registration for professional engineers and land
surveyors 1is adequate demonstration that an individual is competent
in the engineering aspects of on-site wastewater treatment system
technology.

(2) A local board of health may allow noncertified individuals to

review designs of, and conduct inspections of, on-site wastewater

treatment systems ((for—a—maximum—of —two—years—after—the—dat &
i i fied individia] . . ] e s
that—+ime)), as defined in RCW 18.210.010, pursuant to this section

under the supervision of a certified individual. Such supervised

p. 1 SB 6291.PL
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practice may continue for a maximum of four vears after the date of

hire.

--- END ---
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FROM: Ken Fuller
TO: Michael Khaili, PE

Subject: RE: Board Meeting Comments for March 26, 2026: Clarification Regarding Local Health
Authority Requirements for OSS Design

Good morning,

Thank you for your inquiry and for bringing forward the concern regarding the differences
between state-level engineering licensure requirements and King County’s local code
provisions for On-Site Sewage (OSS) system design. The Board has statutory authority
under RCW 18.43, RCW 18.210 and RCW 18.235 and rules under WAC 196 . Your question
touches on the authority granted to local health jurisdictions under RCW 70.05 and RCW
43.20, and | want to provide clarity on how these laws interact.

Under Washington state law, a Professional Engineer (PE) licensed under RCW 18.43 may
design OSS systems, provided the engineer practices within their area of competence.
State law does not limit OSS design to specific engineering disciplines. However, RCW
70.05 and RCW 43.20 grant local health jurisdictions—such as King County—independent
authority to adopt and enforce local public health rules that may be more specific or more
stringent than statewide minimum requirements. This includes establishing local criteria
for OSS design and permitting. As a result, King County may impose additional
requirements, including limiting OSS design to certain engineering disciplines, even if
those limitations do not appear in state-level engineering statutes.

It is important to note that these local requirements do not alter your legal scope of
practice as a licensed Professional Engineer under RCW 18.43. Rather, they function as
local permitting conditions that must be met when performing work within that jurisdiction.
The Board’s authority does not extend to directing or modifying local health codes.
However, we recognize the importance of clarity and consistency for licensees. Your
comments will be sent to our On-Site Committee chair to allow her to determine if this is to
be on the agenda for the next committee meeting.

Thank you again for raising this matter. You are welcome to provide public comments to
our Board during the public comment period of the Board meeting instructions can be
found here: WEB site Board Meetings | BRPELS. Mackenzie will forward your email to our
committee chair and have this email thread in their packet.

Thank you,

Ken



FROM: Michael Khaili, PE
TO: Mackenzie Wherrett/BRPELS Board

Subject: Board Meeting Comments for March 26, 2026
Hello Mackenzie,

Below are details regarding a discrepancy between BRPELS and King County Code
regarding licensing for On-Site Sewage systems. | respectfully ask that this topic be
considered for the public session on March 26th.

Due to the King County Code being inconsistent with the State of Washington WAC and
BRPELS | ask that a Licensed Professional Engineer in the state of WA be capable of
obtaining a On-Site Wastewater Designers License by paying the associated license fees.

King County Code 13.20.020 requires that On-Site Sewage System designers be Licensed
Professional Engineers specifically as a sanitary, civil or agricultural engineer. | called the
King County Public Health Certifications department and verified that this code is being
interpreted correctly, only these (sanitary, civil, agriculture) specific Licensed Engineers
are allowed to design On-Site Sewage systems in King County. | was able to determine
through the legislative database that this code was originally passed in June of 2008
alongside many other amended codes.

According to WA state WAC and BRPELS On-Site Wastewater Designers License in WA
state is not required if you are a licensed Professional Engineer in the state of Washington.
| believe the board would agree that a Licensed Professional Engineer in the state of
Washington should be able to design On-Site Sewage systems for all counties in the state,
provided that the Professional Engineer deems the work to be in their scope of expertise.

Reference

King County Code:

"13.20.020 Designer license. Persons designing OSS must possess a valid on-site sewage
system designer's license issued by the Washington state Department of Licensing in
accordance with chapter 18.210 RCW, or be licensed and in good standing under chapter
18.43 RCW as a sanitary, civil or agricultural engineer, except as provided in BOH
13.20.040..."

Washington Administrative Code:

"WAC 246-272A-0230 Design requirements—General. (1) OSS must only be designed by a
professional engineer, licensed under chapter 18.43 RCW, or an OSS designer, licensed
under chapter 18.210 RCW, ex-cept:..."

Sincerely,
Michael Khaili PE



