Exam Qualifications Committee
BOE,B!::GE,!:Tﬁ April 13,2026 | 3:00 p.m.

FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS
& LAND SURVEYORS

Virtually via Microsoft Teams: In person:

Join the meeting now BRPELS Office

Meeting ID: 244 859 077 179 61 605 11™ Ave SE Ste 201
Passcode: eR78vf9K Olympia, WA 98501

Or call in (audio only)
+1 564-999-2000,321617958# US, Olympia
Phone Conference ID: 321 617 958#

Committee: Maureen Jackson, PE, Chair
Dave Peden, PE, SE
Jon Warren, PLS

Support staff: Ken Fuller, PE, Director
Kristina Horton, PLS, Deputy Director
Shanan Gillespie, Regulatory Manager
Bryce Dickison, Administrative Assistant

Discussion topics

e PLS & On-Site Exam Pass Rates
e Draft language for Chapter 196-12 WAC (PEs)
o Engineering ETAC degrees
e Draft language for Chapter 196-16 WAC (PLS)
e Draft language for Chapter 196-20 WAC (EITs)
e Draft language for Chapter 196-21 WAC (LSITs)
e Decoupling Transition
o Rulemaking Timeline



STATE OF WASHINGTON
BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR PROFESSIONAL
ENGINEERS & LAND SURVEYORS

P.0. Box 9025, Olympia, WA 98507-9025
360.664.1575

brpels.wa.gov

TO: Exam Qualifications Committee March 31, 2026
FROM: Kevin Ballard
SUBJECT: March 2026 Exam Performance Report

Land Surveyor Examination Results

March 2026 Cut Score: 70

Total Pass: 27/46

Pass Rate: 59%

High Score: 95%

Low Score: 45%

Past Exam Dates Cut Score Pass Rate
September 2021 70 46%
March 2022 68 55%
September 2022 70 53%
March 2023 68 50%
September 2023 70 51%
March 2024 68 50%
September 2024 70 54%
March 2025 70 78%
September 2025 73 42%

Average Score: 71%



STATE OF WASHINGTON
BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR PROFESSIONAL
ENGINEERS & LAND SURVEYORS

P.0. Box 9025, Olympia, WA 98507-9025
360.664.1575

brpels.wa.gov

TO: Exam Qualifications Committee March 31, 2026
FROM: Kevin Ballard
SUBJECT: March 2026 Exam Performance Report

On-Site Licensing Examination

March 2026 Cut Score: 80
Total Pass: 4/16
Pass Rate: 20%
High Score: 84%
Low Score: 60%
Designers:

Total Pass: 1/4
Inspectors:

Total Pass: 3/16
Past Exam Dates Cut Score Pass Rate
September 2021 82 46%
March 2022 81 44%
September 2022 82 38%
March 2023 81 64%
September 2023 82 63%
March 2024 81 57%
September 2024 82 31%
March 2025 81 57%
September 2025 80 13%

Average Score: 73%
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Chapter 196-12 WAC
REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

WAC 196-12-005 Declaration and purpose. This chapter
contains rules and procedures for applications, examinations,
experience, education, and eligibility to become licensed as
professional engineers.

WAC 196-12-010 Licensure requirements for all applicants—
Initial licensure and licensed in another jurisdiction. To
become licensed as a professional engineer in the state of
Washington, whether you are applying for an initial license or
yeu—possess a license in another jurisdiction, you must meet the
requirements for experience and examinations described below,
which need not be completed within the state of Washington:

(1) Experience: Have eight years of experience in

engineering work of a character satisfactory to the board+ which

The—eight—years—may be a combination of education and
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(2)

Examination requirements: An applicant must have

received passing scores on two stages of examination(s). One

must test the fundamentals of engineering and the other must
test the principles and practice of engineering. Exam results

must be independently verified by a NCEES member board, or a

board approved foreign jurisdiction.

(a) 4> Fundamentals of engineering (FE) examination must

be either:

(A1)

The National Council of Examiners for Engineering and

Surveying (NCEES) fundamentals-of-engineering

(FE) examination;
or

(Bii) An equivalent examination as determined by the board
which tests the applicant's knowledge of appropriate

fundamentals of engineering subjects including mathematics and

the basic sciences

b+ r—and was

administered by a board approved foreign jurisdiction.

(biiid)

Fundamentals of engineering examination—(FE)waiver.

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM)
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(A) Existing licensure: An FE waiver shall be granted to an

applicant licensed in another board recognized jurisdiction

provided that:

(+I) The professional engineering license 1is currently
active and is in good standing.

(#+II) The license 1is in a branch of engineering currently
recognized by the board.

(+++II11) The applicant has been actively licensed in a
board recognized licensing jurisdiction for a minimum of 10
years since receiving their initial professional engineering
license.

(B) Initial licensure: An FE waiver shall be granted to an

applicant applying for initial license provided that the

applicant has a minimum of 18 years of board approved

engineering experience.

(eb) Principles and practice of engineering examination:
The principles and practice of engineering (PE) examination must
be £he—an examination administered by NCEES.

(3) Additional licensure requirements: An applicant must

meet the following additional requirements for licensure:

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 31 NOT FOR FILING
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The board

PE licensure application form.

WAC 196-12-014

the state of

in

has a single application form for PE licensure

Washington.
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WAC 196-12-020 Practical Werk-work experience—recerds.

following criteria will be used in evaluating an applicant's

practical work experience—reeeréd:

General requirements

(1)

Work experience willt—be—-approvedmust be verified by an

(a)

Oor as

licensed in a board approved jurisdiction,

engineer (s)

herein.

(6)

approved by the board subject to section
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(b) The verifier must have directly supervis

ed the

applicant’s technical work and have personal know

ledge of the

applicant’s engineering experience.

(c) Practical work must be based on a demons

competency and progressive responsibility in the

synthesis and evaluation of engineering concepts

tration of

analysis,

and data—under

+h RN SRR T LN N AT T P T HPE £ N o~ b~ d oA N Aot~y 19 A
LSS i iy A\ I H i N Wy wy Oubl - TWo TUTT O (&8 thJ_Ou.ll OO CITO T T Z7TC0 .LJ_Y blluyp - TU « T J
ROWT r thoney o] 2 Ao o b aa Yoot~ ners o 13 Inder
O OCTITTICT T C).bl_tJ_L_LbC).J\J_LC o C OO COCT (a—y tJ_LC).bL,_Lk/C Cll\j_L.llCC_L_L.ll&_j. OUTTOCT T
+ caonapr Tl cvng Ao BN A R T —EF - R EEAoNE VL T B N £ Ay a4 r1 =z
CTT \j NP S\ NEPIN iy 6 Ry =y \JUL\_ALALL AT |\ N E N W W W [SRwS P Lo TOUTT A\ TT O CIT o1 154 A8
Brofoaat ~m o RN P [ S S U S PP I S S £ ool
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areas:

(1) Formulating conclusions and recommendat

(b11) Identifying design and/or project obje

ions;

ctives;

(e1ii) Identifying possible alternative methods and

concepts;

(¢iv) Defining performance specifications and functional

requirements;
(ev) Solving engineering problems;

(£vi) Interacting with allied professionals;

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 8 ]
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(gvii) Effectively communicating recommendations and
conclusions;

(Rviii) Demonstrating an understanding and concern for

energy/environmental considerations, socioeconomic impact, and

sustainability of resources.

(2) Engineering teaching at the college level may be

considered satisfactory experience up to a maximum of two years

at the discretion of the board.

(3) Applied research is considered satisfactory experience

when it meets the following conditions:

(a) The research must be conducted under the guidance or

supervision of a professional engineer. For the purposes of this

subsection, guidance or supervision means being cognizant of all

applicable aspects of the work and a reviewer of all applicable

reporting documentation.

(b) The principal result(s) of the research are in a

published report or a recognized engineering journal article in

which the applicant is the primary author or the work is

adequately documented and available to the board upon request.

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 91 NOT FOR FILING
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An applicant with

Military training or experience.

(9)

military training or experience which includes engineering work,
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satisfies the experience requirements of this chapter unless the

board determines that the military training or experience is not

substantially equivalent to the standards of this state.

(6) Exceptions. An applicant who submits verification of

engineering work obtained while employed in a manufacturing or

industrial setting, the federal government, or serving as an

active member of the military may be granted an exception to the

requirement to work under the direct supervision of a

professional engineer. Any exceptions to the license requirement

will be at the discretion of the board.

WAC 196-12-021 Education as experience. Education may be

counted towards the eight (8) years of experience requirement

armea~g £ A 4 T
OECK/-LJ__LC\A J LA

offieial—All transcripts from any school in any location

must be aant  + + 1 haoardl o ££1 ~ far voatza Aty oAl
Sttt —Tto—Ctiat—0Oo0atrrc—S5—O+-=xC o r—F e vV EwW S

apprevatrofficial and uploaded to the applicant’s NCEES profile

for verification by NCEES.

(1) A baccalaureate degree in engineering in a program
accredited by the accreditation board for engineering and

technology (ABET) is equivalent to four (4) years of the eight

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 11 1 NOT FOR FILING



(8) vyears of required work experience. Satisfactory completion

of each year of such an approved program is equivalent to one

year of experience.

(2) A degree in engineering from a non-ABET accredited

engineering program may be giwven—equivalent to four (4) years of

experience at the discretion of the board. The board will

determine if the degree is satisfactory in awarding years of
experience.

(3) No—more—than—one—yearExperience may be granted for

postgraduate engineering courses at the discretion of the board.

(4) A baccalaureate degree in a non-engineering program

will be givem—equivalent to a maximum of two years of

experience.

(5) An associate degree in engineering from an approved

program may be equivalent for up to two years of experience.

(6) Sporadic engineering related education may be

considered as experience by the board at its discretion. For

example, one or two engineering classes taken at a time, often

at different schools; and/or classes taken through industry or

the military may count as experience. In evaluating this type of

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 12 ] NOT FOR FILING



education, the board will compare the courses taken to college
coursework in a baccalaureate of engineering degree program.
(27) A number of foreign degree programs are included in
mutual recognition agreements entered into by ABET with other
accrediting authorities. Applicants with a degree from one of

these programs will be evaluated by the board.

(8) Applicants having foreign non-ABET accredited

engineering degrees from programs—in countries that arenotARET
geeredited—will be required to have their transcripts evaluated

by a £ranseript—foreign degree evaluation service approved by

the board. This evaluation service will be performed at the
applicant's expense, and the applicant will be responsible for
submitting all necessary information to the evaluation service.
The board will use the evaluation to determine if the foreign
degree is satisfactory to the board to award years of
experience.

(€9) Exception: An applicant with am—a foreign non-ABET

accredited undergraduate degree from—a—foreign Pprogram—that—3sS

Nt RLM
ITOC 11D 7 T

itedy—1s not required to have their undergraduate

degree evaluated if they have a postgraduate degree in

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 13 1] NOT FOR FILING



engineering from a school that has an ABET accredited
undergraduate engineering degree program in the same discipline
as the postgraduate degree. Years of experience will be
determined at the discretion of the board.

For maximum experience credit the applicant must have their
non-ABET accredited undergraduate degree from a foreign program
evaluated by a transcript evaluation service approved by the
board.

(#10) Any other education may be taken into account and
evaluated on its merits by the board.

WAC 196-12-030 Additional branches of engineering. A

at

professional engineer with—a—-eurrent—registrationlicensed in the
state of Washington that is seeking to become licensed in an

additional branch of engineering must:

(1) Have at least four (4) years of practical work

experience in the additional branch of engineering verified by a

licensed professional engineer in that branch, or as otherwise

approved by the board pursuant to WAC 196-12-020.

(2) —pessPass the principles and practice examination for

that additional branch.

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 14 ] NOT FOR FILING



(3) Submit the application form and pay the application

fee.

WAC 196-12-047 Structural licensing requirements. The
branch of structural engineering requires specialized work
experience to protect the public health, safety, and welfare. To
be licensed as a structural engineer, an applicant must:

(1) Be currently licensed as a professional engineer in
Washington state;

(2) Have at least two (2) years of progressive
responsibility in structural engineering experience in addition
to the eight (8) years of engineering experience required to be
registered as a professional engineer. The structural experience
should:

(a) Demonstrate the applicant's ability to design building
structures or nonbuilding structures integrated within
"significant structures" as defined in RCW 18.43.020 (+210);

(b) Be progressive in difficulty and magnitude;

(c) Demonstrate breadth and depth of seismic design and
detailing experience for projects in seismic regions similar to

those located in Washington state;

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 15 1] NOT FOR FILING



(d) Incorporate two of the four
materials (steel, concrete, wood,
(e) Reflect ability to

engineering principles that

involving public health, safety, and

(f) Be supervised by a licensed

the branch of structural engineering

engineer with substantial structural

common construction

and masonry) ;

design and apply structural

show sound Jjudgment on projects

welfare;

professional engineer in

or a licensed professional

engineering work experience

for projects in seismic regions similar to those located in

Washington state; and the verifier must have directly supervised

the applicant’s technical work and have personal knowledge of

the applicant’s structural engineering.

(3) Pass a board approved structural exam.
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A professional engineer

WAC 196-12-065 Retired status.

having reached the age of 65 and having discontinued active

practice as a professional engineer may be eligible for retired

ot

YT o d ey Ao
CAXCTCTSTRS—CTTECCT

"
0 T T TTITTCT T o

NN

T CTcrvoe praoctctcIC

WA ~+ 2 <7

status.

a1 o

nera o

n

N

[ S W i § & (= EE S i T [ Sy i ) N e . R

falal

n i

-

N A At s Tz
OV

rxzra oo

feEEE=Y

TaITy ML oL

[ yyaw COTTC1IT U

T O L OUTT

(A= A

19 A2 N2N0 (C\

T O+ TO .« U

RO

T

n

N

Adaf i~

el

Ak i I & 1 R T

[ 3 o e

oo

1A}

A\ S—

A\ 5 W e i 3

OO

—Cy

of a

Upon approvals

Request for retired status.

(1)

the fer—retired status witd—begrantedbecomes effective

request,

dateon the date provided by the
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or when the licensee reaches the

licensee on the application,

The board will not provide a refund of renewal fees

age of 65.
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if the application for retired status is made and granted before

the date of expiration of the certificate of registration.

(2) A licensee on retired status may:

(a) Retain the board issued wall certificate of

registration;

(b) Use the title "retired professional engineer" or "PE-

retired" or "SE-retired" as appropriate;

(c) Work as an engineer in a volunteer capacity, provided

that the retired licensee does not create an engineering

document or use their seal;

(d) Provide experience verifications and references for

persons seeking registration;

(e) Serve as an instructor for engineering related courses;

(f) Provide services as a technical expert before a court,

or in preparation for pending litigation, on matters directly

related to engineering work performed by the licensee;

(g) Serve in a function that supports the principles of

registration and/or promotes the profession of engineering, such

as members of commissions, boards or committees;

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 18 1 NOT FOR FILING



(h) Serve in an engineering capacity as a "good samaritan."
The state laws governing such activity are RCW 38.52.195 and
38.52.1951 and chapter 18.43 RCW.

(3) A licensee on retired status must not:

(a) Perform any engineering activity, as provided for in
RCW 18.43.020(56), unless the activity is under the direct
supervision of a licensed professional engineer with an active
registration in Washington;

(b) Act as the designated engineer for a corporation or
limited liability company;

(c) Apply their professional engineers seal to any plan,
specification, or report.

(4) Certificate of registration reinstatement. A retired
licensee may resume active engineering practice with payment of
the current renewal fee.

(5) Exemptions. A licensee is not eligible for retired
status if their license to practice is under board ordered
sanction. This exemption exists until the sanctions have been

lifted or satisfied by the board.

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 19 1] NOT FOR FILING



Chapter 196-12 WAC
EAC/ETAC Language



satisfies the experience requirements of this chapter unless the

board determines that the military training or experience is not

substantially equivalent to the standards of this state.

(6) Exceptions. An applicant who submits verification of

engineering work obtained while employed in a manufacturing or

industrial setting, the federal government, or serving as an

active member of the military may be granted an exception to the

requirement to work under the direct supervision of a

professional engineer. Any exceptions to the license requirement

will be at the discretion of the board.

WAC 196-12-021 Education as experience. Education may be

counted towards the eight (8) years of experience requirement

armea~g £ A 4 T
OECK/-LJ__LC\A J LA

offieial—All transcripts from any school in any location

must be ooant  + +1h haarAl o ££1 ~ far voaxza Aty oAl
oo coO—TctrtCc—O0o0arta o O CC——— o0~ vV Cw—art

apprevatrofficial and uploaded to the applicant’s NCEES profile

for verification by NCEES.

(1) A baccalaureate degree in engineering in a program

accredited by the engineering accreditation commission (EAC) of

the accreditation board for engineering and technology (ABET) is

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 11 1] NOT FOR FILING



equivalent to four (4) years of the eight (8) years of required

work experience. Satisfactory completion of each year of such an
approved program is equivalent to one year of experience.

(2) A baccalaureate degree in an engineering technology

program accredited by the technology accreditation commission

(ETAC) of ABET, is equivalent to three years of required

experience. Satisfactory completion of each year of such an

approved program is equivalent to three fourths of one year of

experience.

(3) A degree in engineering from a non-ABET accredited

engineering program may be giwven—equivalent to four (4) years of

experience at the discretion of the board. The board will

determine if the degree is satisfactory in awarding years of

experience.

(24) Ne—mere—thaneone—yearkExperience may be granted for

postgraduate engineering courses at the discretion of the board.

(45) A baccalaureate degree in a non-engineering program

will be givem—equivalent to a maximum of two years of

experience.

WAC (8/06/2025 03:03 PM) [ 12 ] NOT FOR FILING
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Chapter 196-16 WAC
REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS
WAC 196-16-006 Declaration and purpose. This chapter
contains rules and procedures for applications, eligibility and

examinations to become licensed as a professional land

sSurveyors.

WAC 196-16-007 Eligibility—andPLS licensure applications

forms for all applicants. TheJlaw—reguires—eight—years—of
AT A~ 2 T an A aae ey 1N 1 £ o Aot~y ot 0 oL A Ay
tJCJ__LCLIbC 1T LTI TCr [ == C_Y_Lll\j WOTLTY A - (=8 CTITOTrToOCTC TTT OCJ.L,_LO_LC).\./L,\JJ__Y \a

ar
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ar

H-

i —To become licensed as a professional land surveyor

in the state of Washington, whether you are applying for an

initial license or possess a license in another jurisdiction,

you must meet the requirements for experience and examinations

described in this chapter.

(1) The board has a single application form that must be

used by all applicants seeking PLS licensure in the state of

Washington. Applications and applicable fee must be received by

the date posted on the board’s website.
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ion on the

format

in

All applicants must provide

(2)

application form and provide supporting documentation that

demonstrates they meet all requirements for licensure as

this chapter and RCW 18.43.040.
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The law requires eight

WAC 196-16-010 Experience—records.

years of experience in land surveying work of a character

The eight years may be a combination

satisfactory to the board.
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of education and practical work experience.
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following criteria will be used in evaluating an

I

aOoT

applicant's experience—reeerd.

Work experience will be based on a

Work experience.

(1)

progressive field and office

demonstration of broad based,

experience in surveying work under the direct supervision of a

licensed professional land surveyor.
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(a) Under the direct supervision of a professional land

surveyor, the applicant must be in a position of making

independent judgments and decisions in the following experience

areas:

(i) Applying state, federal and case law;

(i1) Exercising sound judgment when making independent

decisions regarding complex boundary, topographic, horizontal

and vertical control, and mapping issues;

(iii)Field identification and evaluation of boundary

evidence, including monumentation, and the ability to use that

evidence for boundary determination;

(iv) Conducting research;

(v) Preparing and analyzing complex property descriptions;

and

(vi) Interacting with clients and the public in conformance

with chapter 196-27A WAC.

(b) Land surveying teaching at the college level may be

considered satisfactory experience up to a maximum of two years

at the discretion of the board.

WAC (1/29/2026 12:28 PM) [ 4] NOT FOR FILING



Education may be counted

Education as experience.

(2)

(8) years of required experience.

towards a portion of the eight
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accredited by the accreditation board for engineering and

(4) years of required

is —equivalent to four

(ABET)

technology

Satisfactory completion of each year of such an

experience.

approved program is equivalent to one year of experience.

with—anAn associate degree in land surveying
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+3)>—To become licensed as a

WAC 196-16-020 Examinations.

professional land surveyor the eandidate—applicant must pass the

following examinations

The National Council of Examiners for Engineering and

(1)

fundamentals-of-land surveying (FS)

(NCEES)

Surveying

examination.+

The principles and practice of land surveying
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examination administered by NCEES

The

Washington state land surveying examination.
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application for "retired" status is made and granted before the

date of expiration of the certificate of registration.

+H+ted—teA licensee on retired

status may:

(a) Retain the board issued wall certificate of

registration;

(b) Use the title professional land surveyor (PLS),

provided that it is supplemented by the term retired, or the

abbreviation "ret";

(c) Work as a land surveyor in a volunteer capacity,

provided that the retired registrant does not create a land

surveying document, and does not use their seal, except as

provided for in (d) of this subsection;

(d) Provide experience verifications and references for

persons seeking registration—urder—echapter 1843 REW-—FFusing
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(e) Serve in an instructional capacity on land surveying
topics;

(f) Provide services as a technical expert before a court,
or in preparation for pending litigation, on matters directly

related to land surveying work performed by the licensee;
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(g) Serve in a function that supports the principles of
registration and/or promotes the profession of land surveying,

such as members of commissions, boards or committees;
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(#h) A professional land surveyor in retired status is not
required to complete continuing professional development as
provided in WAC 196-16-110. However, if a retired status land
surveyor wishes to return to active status, the licensee will
need to complete an additional fifteen PDH during their first

year of reactivated practice.
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licensee on retired status must not:

(a) Perform any land surveying activity, as provided for in

RCW 18.43.020, unless said activity is under the direct

supervision of a Weshirgtern——state—licensed professional land

surveyor with an active whe has—a—validfaective—registration in

Ao
o

of—+thePboardWashington;

o
T [ S N L W

(b) Act as the designated land surveyor or land surveyor in
responsible charge for a Washington land surveying corporation
or Washington land surveying limited liability company;

(c) Apply their professional land surveyors seal, as
provided for in RCW 18.43.070, to any plan, specification, plat
or report, except as provided for in subsection (2) (d) of this
section.

(4) Certificate of registration reinstatement. A retired

registrantlicensee, upen—written reguest—to—the board—and

he—ecurrent—renewatl—fee,—may resume active land

surveying practice with payment of the current renewal fee. AL
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NEW SECTION

WAC 196-16-045 Inactive Status.

(1) A professional land surveyor, holding a license in

good standing may apply to change their license to inactive

status. Upon approval by the board, the inactive status becomes

effective on the date provided by the licensee on the

application.
(2) A licensee whose license is inactive may not:
(a) Perform any land surveying activity, as provided for

in RCW 18.43.020, unless the activity is under the direct

supervision of a licensed professional land surveyor with an

active registration in Washington;

(b) Act as the designated land surveyor for a corporation

or limited liability company;

(c) Apply their professional land surveyor’s seal to any

documents.

WAC (1/29/2026 12:28 PM) [ 17 1] NOT FOR FILING



(3) A professional land surveyor with an inactive license

is not required to complete continuing professional development

as provided in WAC 196-16-110.

(4) To return to active status, the licensee must—submit:
(a) Submit an application for renewal of license;
(b) Pay the full renewal fee for the renewal cycle from

the license activation date to the licensee’s second birth date

(renewal date);

(c) Complete an additional 15 PDH during the first year of

reactivated practice, totaling a minimum of 45 PDH during the

reactivated 2-year renewal cycle.

CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL LAND

SURVEYORS

WAC 196-16-100 Purpose—andeffeetivedate. The purpose of

requiring £he—continuing professional development reguirement

training hours (PDH) is to encourage +ieensed-professionals

licensed in the state of Washington Iand—surveyeors,—under

ter—+8-43—REW,—to maintain competency in their practice. o=

®
i
§ol

tand——surveyeorsTo maintain
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a Washington license, all licensees must meet the requirements

of this chapter as a condition of continued licensure.

WAC 196-16-105 Continuing Professional Development

Definitions. Terms used in this section are defined as follows:
(1) Professional Development Hour (PDH)— An—hewrThe time

engaged in a qualifying activity.

(DN (Ot 0 maaa o~y Tl A N0 Ay TTen o (OTTTY T2 + £ A~ Aa 4+

\ 7 Ulll,_l_ilu_L.llk_ﬂ A I W B WY @ B U S N i |\ N R iy Wy \ 1T A\ N R iy Wy A\ c T T O T
A1ttt o T vy qaanA L SN A g a0 e Arlroat+ o n Ao~ o On
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(22) College/Unit Semester/Unit Quarter— Completion of
courses in college level curriculums satisfactory to the board.
(43) Qualifying activity— Any activity that is related to

professional land surveying or will help the licensee maintain

competency in their practice as a professional land surveyor.

(54) Year— That twelve-month period between the

anniversaries of the licensee's birth date.
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(5) Renewal Cycle - Typically the period of 2 years

beginning on the licensee’s birthdate, except upon initial

licensure when it begins on the initial license date and runs

until the licensee’s second birthdate following licensure.

(6) Renewal Date — The licensee’s birth date when the

renewal period ends and the license expires if not renewed.

WAC 196-16-110 Continuing Professional Development

Requirements. (1) To be eligible for renewal, A++—all licensed

1 alha o~
oS

+ maa o+ T
|3 3

professional land surveyors

=3

3
e
0
pas
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a
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ar
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ar
q

aAhave completed 30 continuing professional

development hours (PDH) per—year—ef—aduring the prior two-year

renewal cycle. All renewals for licensure as a professional land

surveyor are subject to audit by the board.

(2) If the licensee’s initial renewal period is less than

two years, the licensee must have completed 15 PDH for that

first renewal cycle.

(3) If a licensee exceeds the PDH requirements in any

renewal cycle, a maximum of 5 PDH units may be carried forward

and accumulated into the subsequent renewal cycle.
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(4) Failure to complete the required PDH requirements

during a prior renewal cycle may result in license denial or

license suspension, pending completion of those PDH

requirements.

(5) on—andafter—Janvary—+——203+9%—a3++All licensed
professional land surveyors must attest to reading chapters
58.09 RCW (Survey Recording Act) and 332-130 WAC (Minimum
standards for land boundary surveys and geodetic control surveys

and guidelines for the preparation of land descriptions) at the

time of renewal.

WAC 196-16-115 OQualifying activities. The board believes
that individuals licensed as professional land surveyors should
have the discretion to make independent choices on what
activities help them to be improved practitioners. While the
board will not provide advance approvals for selected activities
or vendors they do expect licensees to seek out qualifying
activities that can be demonstrated to the satisfaction of the
board that they are relevant to the licensee's continuing

professional development.
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WAC 196-16-120 Units.

PDH as follows:

1. College hours:

a. Completion of 1 college semester
hour

b. Completion of 1 college quarter hour

> 1 Continuine educat .

32. For publication or presentation of each:

a. Authored technical paper or article
b. Authored book

societies-or government committees-of
53. For each hour of attendance at
professional or technical society meetings
with an informational program. (Not to
exceed 10 PDH/year)

64. For each hour of attendance at board
meetings or committee meetings of the
board. (Not to exceed 10 PDH/year)

75. For each hour of preparation and
subsequent presentation (*) of a
professional development program at
seminars, professional/technical meetings,
conventions or conferences. (Not to exceed
10 PDH/year) (*) This credit does not apply
to full-time faculty

€6. For each hour of participation in
committees of organizations whose purpose
is to develop codes, standards,
examinations and regulations. (Not to
exceed 1022 PDH/year)

97. For each hour of participation in an
activity involving substantial and organized
peer interaction, excluding time spent
during regular employment. (Not to exceed
5 PDH/year)

1+08. For each hour of participation in
organized courses, including employer
provided courses, on technical or
management skills. (Not to exceed 5
PDH/year)

H9. For each hour of participation in
sessions, or courses sponsored by technical

WAC (1/29/2026 12:28 PM) [ 22 ]
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or professional societies, erganizations-o

the-government boards.

¢

PDH/year)

4210. Each hour of self-study. (Not to

exceed 5 PDH/year)

1311. For reading chapters 58.09 RCW and

1 PDH

2 PDH

332-130 WAC. (Not to exceed 2 PDH per
renewal cycle)

+412. Completion of CFedS program.
1+513. For each hour of participation in

30 PDH
1 PDH

organized first aid, safety, and security
training. (Not to exceed 5 PDH/year)

WAC 196-16-125 Activities that do not qualify for PDH

credits.
activities:
(1) Taking courses,

The following are not considered qualifying

specialized instruction or meeting

performance criteria that were conditions of a board order.

(2)

(3) Attendance

meetings/hearings.

(4) Attendance

(3)

Time spent

Ey—purpoeses—or

S~
oot T

(6) Attendance
nature.

(7) Membership

WAC

or testimony

or testimony

fund raising

lobbying for

Attendance or testimony at legislative hearings.

at city or county council

at civil or criminal trials.

Hh

s

15
LU

[0)]
()

LIl
OIT PO

legislation.

at gatherings that are primarily social in

and/or attendance in service club meetings.
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WAC 196-16-130 Determination of PDH credit. The board is
the final authority with respect to acceptance of claimed
qualifying activities and the respective PDH credit. Qualifying

activity becomes eligible for credit upon completion of the

given activity. &Eredits—gained—in cess—of +the fifteenPBH

WAC 196-16-135 PDH Recordkeepingrecord-keeping and

audits. The licensee is responsible for maintaining records to

be used to support credits claimed. Records should include date

of activity, instructor's name, description of activity, number

of contact hours and location. The licensee is required to keep

their records of continuing education covering the cumulative

time in the current renewal period and the full two years of the

prior renewal period.

All continuing professional development records and

supporting documentation may be requested by the board at any

WAC (1/29/2026 12:28 PM) [ 24 ] NOT FOR FILING



time and must be furnished to the board wper—within 10 days of

the request.
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WAC 196-16-140 Noncompliance with continuing professional
development. (1) A licensed land surveyor who fails to comply

with the requirements of this chapter is subject to suspension

of their license and may be subject to further disciplinary

action by the board.

(2) If an audit disqualifies credits that were reported to

the board by a licensee for the previous renewal period and

results in the licensee failing to complete the PDH

requirements, the board may deny a pending application to renew

license or suspend an active license and require the PDH

shortage to be madke up prior to completing the pending renewal

or lifting the suspension.
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(23) A licensed land surveyor who, through the course of an
audit, is found to have falsified continuing professional

development documentation to the board is subject to license

suspension and other disciplinary action by the board.

WAC 196-16-145 Exemptions. Individuals who are in
"Retired Status" as provided in WAC 196-16-035 or have been
approved for "Inactive Status" as provided in WAC 196-16-155-045
are exempt from the requirements of collecting continuing

professional development hours.

WAC 196-16-150 Waivers. The board at its discretion, may

grant a waiver to the £ime—PDH requirement upon a showing of

significant hardship that has interfered with the licensee’s

ability to practice their profession. fer—eellection—of
P S I I e N N = W ol Aaoxzal oAt b T A2 7 A 1 o EA2Y el 9 £
\/ULLL_,_LLILA_LLIS t/J_\JJ_ oo LUTTO T AW A C_Lutllllcllk, awy T AW B § & g Sy ) WITT %UCAJ__L_LX .

A request for a waiver must be made in writing and clearly state
the justification and include any necessary documentation

required by the board. All waivers expire on the next—end date
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(renewal date) unless the board grants

of license renewal cycle

an extension.

The board may grant waivers for

illness or
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Chapter 196-20 WAC

FUNDAMENTALSOF -ENGINEERINGEXAM-AND-ENGINEERS-IN-TRAINING

CERTIFICATION

WAC 196-20-005 Declaration and purpose. This chapter

contains rules and procedures for applications and eligibility

to take—+thefundamentals of enginceringexamina
ferobtain an engineer-in-training certificate.

WAC 196-20-007 Fundamentals of engineering examcertificate

requirements. Approval—to—sit—Ffor—the fundamentals—of

nera o L B s —\ 1 =
I Tt T Iy Tt r i

£hatTo obtain an engineer-in-training certificate, the applicant

must submit an application form and application fee to the

board, kas—have eempleted—passed the fundamentals of engineering

examination, and have a minimum of four (4) years of practical

engineering experience or four (4) years of engineering

education or a combination of both, as approved by the board.

(1) FExxperiencePractical work experience: Qualifying

practical experience should include some or all ef—the

following:
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(a) Preparation of technical reports and specifications,

including graphics;

(b) Application of mathematical techniques to problem

solving;

(c) Application of the basic physical sciences (chemistry,

physics, statics, and dynamics, etc.) in tasks;

(d) Performing assignments, experiments and tests to

general specifications;

(e) Compilation and interpretation of data (statistical

analysis, etc.);

(f) Executing engineering tasks according to instructions;

(g) Effective communication with associates and presenting

recommendations and conclusions to supervisor;

(h) Knowledge of the impacts of the products of technology

on society (i.e., energy/environmental considerations).

(2) Verification of practical work experience.

(a) Practical work experience must be verified by an

engineer(s) licensed in a board approved jurisdiction, or as

otherwise approved by the board.
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(b) The verifier must have directly supervised the

applicant’s technical work and have personal knowledge of the

applicant’s engineering experience.

(c) Exception. The board may allow verification by an

unlicensed engineer(s) if the applicant’s practical work

experience was performed while in the manufacturing or

industrial sector, with the federal government, or an active

member of the military.

Any exceptions to the verifier license requirement will be

at the discretion of the board.

(3) Education: A baccalaureate degree in engineering from
an ABET accredited program meets the four-year
requirement. Other education will be evaluated by the board

pursuant to WAC 196-12-021. Official transcripts must be

submitted to NCEES for verification before education will be

considered by the board. Transcripts from non-ABET accredited

schools may require degree evaluation as determined by the

board.
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Chapter 196-21 WAC

LAND SURVEYORS-IN-TRAINING CERTIFICATION

WAC 196-21-005 Declaration and purpose. This chapter

contains rules and procedures for applications, and eligibility

to +al + 1 =IO P, P = IO [P N ~ A
T T |UP y T OTTIATTIT ITTCTIO W T OTTCh o O j_Lng A I TITTr A\ 8

3 +
_I_U.Ll, IT \—awy

appty—ferobtain a land surveyor-in-training certificate.

WAC 196-21-010 Eligibility and applications. Eligibility

for taking—thefundamentals—eof Jand surveying—examapplying for a

land surveyor-in-training certificate requires completion and

verification of four (4) years of experience. These four (4)
years can be achieved through board approved education; board

approved practical experience or a combination of both. All

applications must be completed in accordance with instructions

provided by the board. Sree—an—applicantis neotified-of board
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tudesrverified by a land surveyor (s)

P

licensed in a board approved jurisdiction.

(2) The verifier must have directly supervised the

applicant’s technical work and have personal knowledge of the

applicant’s land surveying experience.

(3) Practical work should include a demonstration of the

knowledge of land surveying theory in some or all of the

following experience areas:

(+a) Performing complex survey calculations;
(2b) Conducting boundary and corner research;
(3c) Preparing and using property descriptions;
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(4d) Understanding and applying fundamental boundary and
topographic principles;
(5¢) Making and/or analyzing horizontal and vertical
control measurements; and
(6f) Being skilled in survey equipment care and usage.
Practical experience gained while enrolled in a board
approved curriculum will be considered as part of the
educational process and not be recognized as separate
No more than one year of experience will be granted

experience.

for one calendar year.
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be official and

uploaded to the applicant’s NCEES profile for

verification by

NCEES.

Qualifying
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(1)

A baccalaureate degree

in land surveying from an ABET

accredited program meets the beoardapproved—evrrieuvtum for up—te
four year sy—e¥requirement.

(2) Era—asseociate—degs Tt ara—surveying—from o Poard
approved—euvrriceutum for up—teo—two—yearss—orOther education will

be evaluated by the board pursu

ant to WAC 196-16-010(2).

Transcripts from non-ABET accre

dited schools may require degree

evaluation as determined by the board.
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WAC 196-21-040 Obtaining
in-training in Washington. To
surveyor-in-training in Washing

fundamentals of surveying exam

application fee to the board sh

listed in WAC 196-21-020 and 19
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certification as a land surveyor-
obtain certification as a land
ton you must pass the

and submit an application and
owing you meet the requirements
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Timeline for Rulemaking
WAC 196-12, WAC 196-16, WAC 196-20 & WAC 196-21

August 1
June 30
June 25 or 26

June 25 or 26
June 23
May 15
April 16

April 13

vMarch 12

Effective date of rule
Last day to file CR103 to meet effective date of 8/1/2026

Board meeting — Approval of Concise Explanatory Statement &
filing of CR103.

EQC meeting to work on Concise Explanatory Statement
Public Rules Hearing

Last day to file CR102 to have 6/23 public hearing
Special Board meeting

Chapters 196-12, 196-16 196-20, 196-21 WAC: Approval of
proposed language & filing of CR102

EQC to finalize proposed language to recommend to board for
approval.

Last day allowed for regular session under state constitution The
last day the governor can act on a bill is Saturday April 4, 2026, and
the 90-day effective date is Thursday June 11, 2026.
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