
 
 

On-Site Wastewater Committee Report 
June 17, 2026 | 12:00 p.m. 
 

 

Virtually via Microsoft Teams & In Person: 
 

BRPELS Office  
601 11th Ave SE Ste 201 
Olympia, WA 98501 

 

Committee:  Marjorie Lund, PE, SE, Chair (MS Teams) 
  Roger Parker, DOH Representative, On-Site Inspector (MS Teams) 
  Ric Wilkerson, On-Site Designer (MS Teams) 
  Bob Suggs, On-Site Designer (absent) 
  Robert Goodman, On-Site Designer (MS Teams) 
  Jesse Cox (MS Teams) 
  Leigh McIntire, On-Site Inspector (MS Teams) 
  Jon Ness, On-Site Inspector (MS Teams) 

 
Support staff: Ken Fuller, PE, Director (Teams) 

Kris Horton, PLS, Deputy Director  
Shanan Gillespie, Regulatory Manager 
Greg Schieferstein, Communications Manager (Teams) 
Vonna Cramer, Licensing Lead  
Mackenzie Wherrett, Executive Assistant (Teams) 

   Bryce Dickison, Administrative Assistant (Teams)  
 
Guest:   Dave Peden, PE, SE  

     
Discussion topics 

 

 

• On-Site Committee Recruitment 

o Introduce Jon Ness, On-Site Wastewater Inspector 
Mr. Ness was introduced as the newest member of the On-Site Wastewater 
Committee. Mr. Ness has worked for multiple county health districts and wants to 
help facilitate younger designers to be engaged. The committee welcomed Mr. 
Ness and introduced themselves to the new committee member. 
 

o SME Recruitment Update 
The committee received an update about efforts to recruit SMEs. Responses have 
been received from a few interested regulators. Mr. Fuller and Mr. Wilkerson will 
continue their work. Domains and questions will be delegated to the SMEs for 
their review and write new questions as needed. Any new questions will be 
reviewed by the exam writing group.  
 
Mr. Fuller and Mr. Wilkerson plan to do the following: 
 

▪ Learn the best way to connect with DOH regulators who’ve taken the test 
after a few years, to have a higher exam pass rate 

▪ Better engagement with WOSSA 
▪ Interface more with WA health director association  



   

 

▪ Better interaction with the health directors 
▪ Looking at test results to make sure it’s fair 
▪ Review of past designer investigations/cases 

 

Mr. Ness asked if the Board could break down the domains to see what questions 
examinees answer incorrectly. Mr. Fuller explained the Board must be careful with 
what information is released to maintain security for the exam.  
 

The committee discussed factors affecting exam performance and pass rates. 
Mr. Cox suggested reviewing questions that examinees consistently answer 
correctly to identify trends. Ms. Horton confirmed that exam administration 
performance data is reviewed by the Board and presented to the Subject Matter 
Expert (SME) group responsible for exam development. Mr. Rogers discussed the 
impact of Angoff scoring on overall pass rates, while Mr. McIntire noted that 
examinee inexperience and insufficient preparation continue to be contributing 
factors to exam outcomes. 
 

• On-Site Designer and Inspector – Active License Totals 
The committee reviewed the total active licenses for On-Site Wastewater Designers and 
Inspectors.  
 

Agenda Item: Find retired On-Site Designers and Inspectors willing to mentor new license 
applicants.   

  
Adjourned: 12:37 pm  
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