
 
 

Survey Committee Meeting Report 
June 17, 2026 | 1:00 p.m. 

 

 

Virtually via Microsoft Teams & In Person: BRPELS Office 
605 11th Ave SE Ste 201 
Olympia, WA 98501 

 

Committee:  Matt Rasmussen, PE, PLS, Chair  
  David Peden, PE, SE  
  Jon Warren, PLS  

 
Support staff: Ken Fuller, PE, Director (MS Teams) 

Kristina Horton, PLS, Deputy Director 
   Shanan Gillespie, Regulatory Manager (MS Teams) 

Greg Schieferstein, Communications and Outreach Manager 
Vonna Cramer, Licensing Lead (MS Teams) 
Mackenzie Wherrett, Executive Assistant 

   Bryce Dickison, Administrative Assistant 
    

Guests:  Marjorie Lund, PE 
Jim Wengler, PLS (MS Teams)  

   Aaron BlaIisdell, PLS (MS Teams) 
   David Icenhower, PLS (MS Teams) 
   Tony Chenier, PLS (MS Teams)  

Paul Galli, PLS (MS Teams) 
Pat Beehler, PLS (MS Teams) 
Lucas Lymangrover, PLS (MS Teams) 
Thomas Barger, PLS (MS Teams) 

 
Discussion topics 

 

• PLSS Task Force Recommendation 

Mr. Chenier stated the task force’s recommendation is a ‘wait and see’ approach to 

reassess if the Board should adopt the new exam after a period of no longer than three 

years. The task force considered multiple factors such as stakeholder feedback, NCEES 

exam specifications, and a compilation of other state board decisions via the NCEES 

forum.  

 

Mr. Peden asked how the PLSS exam, if adopted, would affect the current WA state 

exam. If the Board adopts the PLSS module, it may choose to reduce the state exam but 

not to discontinue it. The committee believes the full Board should assign a task force to 

determine next steps and possible changes to the state exam, if the board votes to adopt 

this module.  

 

The task force’s primary reasoning for the ‘wait and see’ approach recommendation was 

due to: 

• Barriers to licensure 



 

   

 

• An additional exam 

• The additional examination costs 

• Availability of the exam (2x/yr) 

 

The task force confirmed its recommendation included looking at changes to the 

Washington State PLS exam. 

 

The committee believes the recommendation by the task force allows the board to 

observe pass rates in other states, and if it’s a barrier to licensure in other states. 

 

The committee will recommend to the board that they form a task force to review and 

consider changes to the Washington State PLS exam and to re-evaluate adoption of the 

NCEES PLSS module in no more than 3 years.   

 

• Incidental Surveying 

Mr. Rasmussen introduced the topic of incidental surveying by a PE on their own 

projects.  

 

Mr. Galli detailed the documents provided in the meeting packet and the changes to over 

the last 80 years with engineers performing surveying.  

 

After discussion it was determined by the committee to propose to the board that they 

perform a formal determination on the subject in spring or summer 2027. The AAG will 

need to be involved in this determination.   

 

Meeting adjourned 2:30 p.m. 
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